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A summer in Peru
by Rich Alioth
Banking into a tight turn, our
small, twin-engined jet plane flew
d o w n ever closer to the jungle below
us. Before we knew it, the pilot was
landing the aircraft on the smallest
dirt airstrip we had ever seen. As the
plane rolled to a stop before the tiny
a i r p o r t , o u r m i n d s filled with
thoughts of the next two weeks.
What would we learn f r o m our
summer missions experience in Peru?
In late June of 1986,1 took a three
day bus trip f r o m my home in New
York to Merritt Island, Fla. It is
there that over 2,000 teens assemble
each summer for a two week period
of rigorous training. After surviving
"boot camp," these teenagers separate and travel in teams to all parts of
the world. Over 50 teams carry out
construction and evangelistic projects around the globe. Teen Missions International is the organization responsible for all this.
When I arrived at boot camp, I
could never have anticipated the

tough road ahead. In a short time,
our 35-member team assembled itself
and began the tedious work of setting up the "Peru 8640" campsite.
For the next 14 days, we would
experience army-type life in a Christian environment.
Our major source of physical training came each morning through the
obstacle course. Scaling 40-foot high
net ladders, clambering over a mountain of tires, and running through
the jungle at break-neck speed not
only put us in shape, but created
group unity. The obstacle course, in
a short time, taught our team the
underlying importance of working
together.
Days followed of Bible classes,
construction lessons, washing clothes,
and rallying in the big top tent in the
evening. Finally, we were ready to
leave boot camp for Peru.
Flying out of Miami International
Airport, we travelled through Quito,
Ecuador, stayed in Lima, Peru, for a

brief night, and then flew on to Juanjui, a small Peruvian city of 60,000
people. Crowds of people came to
see the new load of passengers land.
Never before had this many teenaged Americans come to their city!
Travelling over the wet, dirt roads
past small, clay-brick homes, we
arrived at the project site and unloaded the pickup truck. There, Pastor Miguel Rengifo of Mission Evangelica (the only Christian church in
Juanjui) greeted us and showed us
where we would pitch our tents—in
his backyard full of chickens! The
days ahead would be demanding;
life in the U.S. never seemed better.
Work began almost immediately.
Behind the existing church we began
to build the new sanctuary. Fortunately, Miguel and other men of the
church had already poured the cement footers—the ground foundation upon which we would lay the
clay blocks.
Days of long, hard work ensued.
Soon, each team member could mix
mortar, lay block, and pour columns
as if it were second nature. Waking
up at 5:30 a.m., though, never came
naturally. Each of us had 15 minutes
to get to the site, dressed and ready
to work.
Much-needed rest came on Sundays. As a team, we attended and
took part in the morning and evening services. P u p p e t skits a n d
Spanish songs effectively communicated to the people our love for God.
When we had arrived in Juanjui,
we had felt foreign and out of place.
But with time the Christians and
non-Christians of Juanjui became
our "family." The work that we did
each day brought crowds of people.
Most importantly, however, they
saw us working together, not on a
bank, a store, or a restaurant, but on
a house of worship.
By the end of the third week, it
seemed obvious that consistent, hard
work had paid off. Pulling together
as a team, we raised the large,
w o o d e n trusses (each over 700
pounds) to the top of the walls, and
braced them into position. On the
Rich Alioth at his summer work site in
Juanjui, Peru.
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last workday in Juanjui, six of us
laid the thin aluminum sheeting—
the culmination of our project. Finishing the project, for all of us, was a
miracle.
Early the next morning we boarded
a small bus for Tarapoto, f r o m
where we would fly to Lima and on
to Quito, Ecuador. For one week in
Quito, we stayed with another Teen
Missions team for a time of fellowship and reflection. God had used
this summer in countlessly different
ways for each person. As a team, we
learned to trust one another, pray
f o r one another, and encourage one
another. When the work was hardest, it was then that we trusted God
the most for the strength to continue, to complete the task before us.
All of us had our eyes opened to the
poverty of a third world nation.
Furthermore, we lived in and experienced this poverty for ourselves.
Personally, I learned tremendous
lessons. There is a great need for the
gospel in Peru alone. The people
face problems of poverty, drug abuse,
and crime. The only answer for them
is the life-changing power of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
I challenge you to consider shortterm missionary work. God will
change your perspective and give
you a new vision. At the summer's
end, the Peru team left changed.
Rich
College.
received
summer

Alioth is a sophomore
at Messiah
He was one of 35 young people who
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Response Coupon
T o receive more information and
an application f o r m for summer missions, fill in this c o u p o n and return it
to:

Brethren in Christ World Missions
P.O. Box 390
M o u n t Joy, PA 17552
(717) 653-8067

Name
Address

Age
Home

Phone
congregation_

March 1987

visnoR

evangelical

The official publication of the Brethren in Christ Church
March 1987

Vol. 100, No. 3

FEATURES
2 A summer in Peru Rich Alioth
4 Talking to our teens . . . about sexuality Sandra Hannigan
6 Rock and Roll Relief J. Brent Bill
10 Video and youth ministry Lavon Welty
11 Mediation and other options for
resolving conflict Dave Brubaker
14 God and the Nations—Part V
A case in point Grace Holland
16 Theological training for urban missions Elias Moyo
19 A new care wing Keith D. Ulery
21 The Brethren in Christ Archives:
Partner in telling our stories E. Morris Sider
23 "Not just a farm issue," Heisey says
32 Reaching for the moon David Croxford

DEPARTMENTS
Christian Holiness
Convention
5 Central America Week
17 Call to prayer
18 God at work in our world
23 Book Review
24 Church News
27 Messiah College News
5

28
29
29
30
30
31

Money Matters
Onesimus
Readers Respond
Phoebe's Journal
Pontius' Puddle
Editorial: "Say No, !
but tell them more?

EVANGELICAL VISITOR (ISSN 0745-0486) is published monthly by Evangel Press, 301N. Elm
Street (P.O. Box 166), Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Telephone (219) 773-3164. Member of
Evangelical Press Association and Meetinghouse, a Mennonite and Brethren in Christ editors'
group. Biblical quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from the New International Version.
Editor: Glen A. Pierce; Editorial Assistant: Helen Johns; Circulation: Phyllis Lentz
Mailing Information: All correspondence, manuscripts and subscriptions should be addressed
to the Editor, Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Changes of address
should include both the old and new addresses.
Single Copy Price: $1.00 U.S.
U.S. Subscriptions: 1 year—$8.50; 2 years—$15.00; 3 years—$21.00; 5 years—$33.00. New
and Gift: $7.00. Lifetime: $130.00.
Canadian Subscriptions (in Canadian funds): 1 year—$10.00; 2 years—$18.00; 3 years—
$26.50; 5 years—$41.00. New and Gift: $8.50. Lifetime: $160.00.
Overseas airmail rates available upon request.
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, IN 46550-0166. Printed in U.S.A.
Copyright ® 1987. All rights reserved.

Talking to our teens
. . . about
sexuality
by Sandra Hannigan

"What is the single most important issue that we need to talk to our
teens about?" One response to such a
question might be "the area of sexuality," if indeed it is the central focus
of their minds during adolescence.
Who is responsible to teach our
teens about their sexuality? This is a
question which the church has struggled with f o r years and will continue
to battle in the days to come.
Many times this responsibility has
not been assumed by the church
since it has presumed that sexuality
is being taught in the home. At the
same time, parents may have assumed that youth leaders are including this "God-given" topic in their
Bible studies and discussions. After
all, youth leaders are commissioned
by the church to minister to the
needs of the "total person"—social,
emotional, spiritual, and physical.
In addition, the nature of the subject often adds a considerable degree
of awkwardness, embarrassment,
nervousness, and discomfort in communicating to one another about
whose task this really is! Far too
often, the result is that both parties
forfeit their teaching opportunity to
outside sources such as the high
school locker room, sports field,
cafeteria, or local video shop. It
becomes evident that the real question should not be "whose responsibility is it?" but rather "how can the
church and parents work together to
complement and enhance what the
other is doing?" The church must
never replace the home in sex education, but rather facilitate interaction
4

between the parents and their young
people. If the church can accomplish
this, they are on the road toward a
good thing!
How can the church support the
home in helping youth develop a
p r o p e r perspective on sexuality?
There are many possibilities ranging
f r o m providing resources (books,
tapes, videos, films, speakers), to
hosting parent-teen dialogue sessions,
to talking about sexuality from the
pulpit.
On a slightly different level, a
"weekend retreat" on human sexuality and Christian relationships might
be planned for youth. Such an event
was recently held in the Canadian
Conference with overwhelmingly
positive results. One youth leader
offered the following reflection during a sharing time at the conclusion
of the weekend. "I feel envious that

my church never provided this opportunity for me. It would have
saved me f r o m a lot of pain and hurt
caused by a poor understanding of
my sexuality." Later a youth expressed his appreciation f o r the
chance to attend the retreat, "I'm so
glad that I could be a part of this
weekend. I've had a lot of f u n but
I've also learned a lot, too! I'd just
like to thank everyone who made
this possible." The day after the
retreat, I was talking with a mother
of a young woman who had attended. She was impressed with her
daughter's comments. Both she and
her husband felt so thankful that
they belonged to a denomination
which provided ministries such as
this for their children.
Planning this retreat at a conference-wide level required considerable time and energy—in fact,
preparation was begun three years
ago. The planning committee did
not "skimp" in any area including personnel, facilities, or program. Those
who served as resource people included Dr. Frank C. Peters, Dr.
Jean Giles, Dr. Chris Giles, Mr.
Frank Fimiano, Mr. Marc deWaard,
Rev. Rick McCorkindale, and Mrs.
Sandi Hannigan. The workshop sessions included such topics as "Love
vs. Lust," "A Cause for Celebration"
(Self-esteem), "Fearfully and Wonderfully Made," "Friendships," "Passages into Adulthood," "Alone vs.
Lonely," "What is Your Mind Being
Fed?" and "The Bed Undefiled." The

Let's face the facts
. . . our youth are
part of a sexdominated culture
where myths and
mixed messages
abound. What are we
doing about the single
most important issue in
their lives today?
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C a m p g r o u n d / R e t r e a t Centre was a
good choice of location as it contributed to relaxed sharing, a closeness and openness, and the formation of new friendships. Some of the
churches chose to subsidize the registration cost of $75. There were
even "anonymous givers" who made
it possible for more to attend. An
event such as this retreat certainly
paved the way for "straight talk" on
the topic of sexuality between parents, teens, and the church.
In addition to the church's responsibility to teach sex education,
the church also plays a vital role in
the lives of youth who have been
sexually promiscuous. Of all places,
the church should offer the greatest
hope and encouragement, love and
support, and forgiveness and healing
to those who desire to walk in sexual
purity. For many who have given in
to sexual promiscuity, the road back
seems like an arduous (if not impossible) path. Knowing that someone
is with them each step of the journey
is often the boost that is needed to
make the desired changes.
Let's face the facts. . . . Our
youth are part of a sex-dominated
culture where myths and mixed messages abound. What are we doing
about the single most important
issue in their lives today? The church
must take the initiative to talk to our
teens about sexuality. Parents need
to be encouraged to communicate
early with their children and to keep
the lines of communication open
throughout adolescence. As part of
a Christian community, we all share
in the responsibility of "talking to
our teens about sexuality." After all,
it was God who created sex (Gen.
2:18-25) and then proclaimed it very

Christian Holiness Convention
set for Hershey, Pa., March 31-April 2
The Christian Holiness Association
will host its 119th annual national convention at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center in Hershey, Pa., March
31-April 2, 1987.
The theme for this year's convention
is, "Holiness: The Pursuit of Excellence."
Speakers will include Dr. Paul Rees,
preacher, Bible teacher and author; Rev.
Denis Applebee, pastor to the missionaries and homeland staff of World Gospel Mission; Dr. David McKenna, president of Asbury Theological Seminary;
Commissioner Andrew S. Miller, Territorial Commander for the Salvation

Army in the Southern Territory, U.S.A.;
Dr. John A. Knight, General Superintendent of the Church of the Nazarene;
and Dr. George Harris, District Superintendent of the Penn-Jersey District of
the Wesleyan Church. A variety of
seminars will also be offered covering a
broad range of topics and led by leaders
in the holiness movement.
The CHA central office is located in
Wilmore, Ky. Inquiries may be made by
contacting the office at P.O. Box 100,
Wilmore, KY 40390, or by calling (606)
858-3850.

Central America Week—March 21-29
Central America Week, a time for
North American Christians to think
about and pray for peace in Central
America, is scheduled for March 21 to
29. The theme for the week is "All of us
can do something."
Mennonite Central Committee encourages congregations to observe the
week by setting aside the March 22
Sunday services for prayer, fasting, and
celebration on behalf of Central American Christians.
A new brightly colored MCC poster
featuring a quote from Juan Ochoa,
Honduran Mennonite pastor, is available free for use during Central America

Week from MCC, Box M, Akron, PA
17501.
MCC has 37 workers in Central
America involved in refugee assistance,
health, agriculture, appropriate technology, and work with local churches.
The Interreligious Task Force on
Central America has a Central America
Week packet which includes worship
suggestions, a poster, a short countryby-country analysis of the situation in
Central America and bulletin insert
available for $3.50 each from Interreligious Task Force on Central America,
475 Riverside Drive #563, New York,
NY 10115.

Denominational Retreat

Accent '87

Messiah College, July 6-10, 1987
"Accent '87, Excellence in Ministry: Integrity in Service."

good (Gen. 1:26, 31)! We are all on

The purpose of this quadrennial retreat is to "foster Christiar,
wholeness in our inner lives, in our family relationships, and in the
brotherhood, that we may act and speak with integrity."

this journey together, stretching to
become more complete images of
Christ every day. The maturing and
growing process encompasses every
aspect of our being . . . and that
includes our sexuality.

Pastors, be certain you have returned your completed registration form to Mrs. Mona Engle, R.D. #1, Box 464, Mt. Joy, PA 17552.

From the evening of July 6 t h r o u g h breakfast on July 10, pastoral
couples and leaders of our church will be gathering at Messiah
College. Rich music, vibrant fellowship, and the Spirit-inspired
teaching of Dr. Donald Jacobs await us.

We expect "Accent '87" to be a tool of the Spirit to further excellence and integrity in our ministry and service to our Lord!
Sandra Hannigan of the Westheights,
Oni., congregation, is Associate for Field
Services for the Board for Congregational
Life-
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Lynn I. Thrush, secretary
Accent '87 Planning Committee

by J. Brent Bill

Rock
and
Roll
Relief
There are many parents of teenagers who would agree with Mitch
Miller, whose opinion of rock music
was, "It's not music, it's a disease." 1
Like disease, rock is highly contagious. It has swept through the teen
and preteen population for three
decades—a sort of musical bubonic
plague. Symptoms start with talking
about favorite stars and their songs.
You know your teen is in advanced
stages when you hop into the family
car after Junior's had it out, turn the
key, and give the car a sunroof when
you are hurtled through the top by
the total wattage of the car radio
tuned to a rock station.
There is hope—and it comes not
This article is excerpted from Rock and
Roll by J. Brent Bill. © 1984 by J. Brent Bill.
Published by Fleming H. Revell Company.
Used by permission.

f r o m doctors, but rather f r o m a rock
star. Jackson Browne admits in his
song "Daddy's Tune" that ol' Dad is
a tad more on the ball than previously thought. Just as Mark Twain
imparted hope to parents of his day
when he wrote how amazed he was
at how much his father had learned
by the time Twain reached 21, so
should Browne offer hope to parents
of today. It is sad that the teen years
are often as hard on the parents as
on their progeny. But recognition of
parental love, concern, and intelligence does come. The secret of its
coming sooner rather than later belongs to those parents who have
learned to keep lines of communication open. That's not easy. With
communication, though, comes respect and—best of all—love.
This article is in many ways more
about communication than about

rock and roll. Rock isn't the disease,
it is only a symptom. Adolescence is
the disease; communication one of
the cures.
Communication is important. A
simple statement, but often ignored
or taken for granted. It is much too
important to be treated that way.
We live in an age of information. We
would not be if the means to communicate were not present. More
and more companies are giving their
employees courses in communication. When big business says something is important, our society takes
it seriously. Yet, in one of the most
important places—the family—it
often breaks down.
Parents are concerned about communication. They should be. I encourage you to seek out books like
Norman Wakefield's Listening: A
Christian Guide to Loving Relation6
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ship and Between Parent and Teenager by Dr. Haim Ginott. These
books give insights on healthy relationships and handles on the art of
communication. They teach how to
be good communicators, including—
listeners. And they are practical.
Their ideas are more than theory,
they work.
Encouraging selective listening in
teens is the primary objective for
parents. To get started, listed below
you will find a few general listening
tips. They deal mostly with conversation but can also be used in selective listening.
First, listen for themes. Teens, like
everybody else, talk about the things
that matter to them. Those things
may seem to be unimportant to us.
The latest gear ratio on a new Corvette or Suzi's brother's girl friend's
new perm may seem inconsequential. Listen anyhow. That says, "I
find what you think important." If
you really want to surprise them,
learn something about their favorite
subject and you introduce it into the
conversation. Taking such an interest shows that you are interested in
their lives. Listening for themes enables you to be aware of what's on
their minds.
Second, listen for feelings. This is
harder than listening for themes.
Feelings are often covered up with
piles of seemingly meaningless trivia. Talk that comes out as anger may
be a disguise for feelings of pain or
rejection. J o A n n may be mad at
L u A n n for not inviting her to a
party, but is she really mad . . . or
hurt? Your helping, or hurting, the
situation, depends largely on your
ability to listen for feelings.
T h i r d , listen for
information.
When Tom comes home f r o m school
and rattles off an endless amount of
names, dates, and places—pay attention. Pay attention, that is, if you
want to know where he is at 10:30 on
Friday night. A good bit of frustration and trouble can be avoided by
listening to information. You can be
sure that as soon as you say, "I didn't
know that," T o m will say, "I told
you last Thursday." He probably
did.
These three basics should help
March 1987 7

This article is in many ways
more about communication
than about rock and roll.
Rock isn't the disease,
it is only a symptom.
Adolescence is the "disease";
communication is one of the
"cures."
you in the struggle to keep lines
open. If you show that you are willing to listen, then you have already
won a major victory.
Back to rock. More good news.
There is yet more hope for parents
weary of shouting, "Turn that noise
down," or walking around with ears
full of cotton. Loudness is a phase.
The taillight of the old Chevy had
barely winked out of sight when I
decided to crank the stereo up. It
was one of those rare nights when
my parents and my three little sisters
had gone somewhere and I didn't
have to go. I was 17. I had awaited
this night with glee, specially selecting the discs that were to be my
transport to hi-fi heaven. With the
Beatles I went to "Penny Lane." Buffalo Springfield told me that "Somethin's Happenin' Here." And then
the phone rang. A voice with an edge
on it like Jack the Ripper's knife
informed me that if I didn't turn
"that noise down" I would be lucky
to live till my next birthday. I never
asked who was calling, but I didn't
doubt the sincerity of the sentiment.
I quietly replaced the receiver, tiptoed over to the stereo and clicked it
off, and hid under the sofa until
found there later by my folks, who
thought I was playing charades and
variously guessed "bowl of Jello,"
Murder at the Rue Morgue, and
others. Though I have played records
loudly since (never in that neighborhood, however), I've never let it

reach a level where I had to fear
instant death coming over the phone
lines.
Times change. Now / make the
calls—mostly to the kid down the
street who plays his stereo so loudly I
can hear it over my Lawn Boy. To be
truthful, I haven't really called. I
would never inflict such psychic pain
on anyone—even if I wanted to.
Besides, I just don't have the sort
of voice that instills fear. But, if you
happen to be reading this, kid in the
yellow house, turn that racket down.
Parents, try to remember that
loudness is a rite of passage. Don't
be afraid to ask the kids to turn it
down. An honest, politely phrased,
nonsarcastic request can achieve results. Pained expressions or direct
military orders achieve results, too,
but they're usually short of pleasant.
Are you willing to pay the cost?
A cost you might be willing to pay
is for a set of headphones. The use of
headphones enables the listener to
enjoy his or her music and the rest of
their family their peace. In other
words, the rocker can go ahead and
destroy his or her eardrums, while
the family china remains intact. Think
about it.
Another way to cope with kids
and rock is to get nostalgic. Climb
up in the attic, or down in the crawl
space, dust off the old trunk, get out
the high school yearbooks, and play
some of the golden oldies you have
saved. Relive the good old days and

remember your parents' reactions to
your music and antics. While few
parents of today's teens had records
that came on 78s, those of you who
did, remember, if you will, classics
like Spike Jones' "William Tell Overture" or "Marezy Doats." "Alley
Oop" and "Tutti Frutti." To be sure
"Alley Oop" is not representative of
all fifties rock, there were some real
deep songs like "Jingle Bell Rock."
The point is, how did your folks
react to Sam Cooke's "You Send
Me"? Did they love it—or want to
send you ?
If your parents were supportive of
you, even if they didn't understand
you, be that way with your kids.
That doesn't mean you "ooh" and
"aah" every new song. Your parents
didn't, and your kids wouldn't like it
if you did. There is something phony
about an adult, especially a parent,
trying to be "with it." It's embarrassing. Your kids are not looking for
you to be their best friend. They
have friends already. What they want,
and need, is a parent. They want
someone who cares about them and
their world, but they don't need you
to act like an overgrown teen.
Take an interest in what your
teens are involved with. That is not
always easy. My oldest son, Ben, has
an addiction to Star Wars sound
tracks. They leave me cold. But hour
after hour, on long, cold winter evenings, the London Symphony sounds
forth f r o m his room as he builds
Lego starships and saves the universe from the forces of evil.
This can be irritating. Or I can
appreciate his love of music (after
all, my parents like his taste more
than my taste), talk with him about
it, and reach a sound level that is
agreeable to both of us. I could order
him to turn it down—or off. I am the
parent. But why risk breaking a
nine-year-old's heart when something in between would satisfy? What
purpose would that serve? By talking about it, we both end up happy.
Ben gets to save the universe, and I
get to read the funnies in peace.
If your folks were intolerant and
made you feel like a worm, think
back to all the times you said, "Well,
when I'm a parent, I'll never treat my
8

kid like that." Then be the kind of
parent you wanted. This is difficult.
Usually the only parenting course
we ever took was from our parents,
watching them parent us. It takes
more formal education to get a driver's license than to become a parent.
We learn all the time, usually by
observing. So, if you had rotten parents and want to learn new ways, get
yourself some books on Christian
parenting. Then remember the way
your parents treated you and your
vows. Remember, remember, remember.
Yet another, and really the best,
way to put up with rock is to be a
s u p p o r t e r of selective listening.
Granted, most parents' ideal of selective listening is to shut off, but that is
not realistic. It probably won't happen by itself, and if you make it
happen you will have to deal with
feelings of anger and hostility.
Being a parent is not the same as
being an animal trainer; though a
friend of mine often refers to human
young as "rug rats' or "yard apes."
The hospital does not issue whips
and chairs to the parents of each
newborn. We may often feel that
being a parent is a lot like walking
into a cage and sticking our heads in
the lion's mouth. It is not. We are
not in the business of intimidating
children into "appropriate" behav-

ior. We are not trainers of lions and
tigers. If that is how we operate, we
had best pray that the glue in the
chair holds and the whip retains its
sting. The day the chair falls apart or
the whip is out of reach, we will be
eaten alive—usually by having our
hearts broken. And we will wonder
why.
So while ordering that music off
may be effective f r o m the parental
standpoint, it is not the answer.
Encouraging selective listening is.
That is because it shows our kids
that, even though we may not like it,
we realize it is important to them.
Encouraging selective listening
will certainly show your teens that
you recognize their music's importance to them. And you may find
that not all styles of rock are as bad
as you had thought. You might even
like some. Of course, you will probably still prefer Montovani to the
Steve Miller Band. That's okay. Just
try these with an open mind. After
all, we are most alive when we are
unafraid of growing and trying new
things.
Another benefit is that we will be
able to hear what is on the minds of
young people. We want to know
what's going on in our youngsters'
lives, but we spend too much time
wringing our hands and moaning
about a generation gap. Bridging the

Encouraging selective listening will certainly
show your teens that you recognize their
music's importance to them. Another benefit
is that we will be able to hear what is on the
minds of young people.
Talk with your kids about the songs you
have heard. After they get over the shock of
you listening to their music, you will find new
opportunities for discussion.
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gap is easier if we listen to and
respect the themes sung about. If
you are sensitive to your issues being
valued, value theirs. People who
share c o m m o n concerns tend to
share other things, too—things like
love and trust.
You may also find that, because
of your initiative and trust, your kids
will be more selective, and quieter.
The h o m e battle zone will fade as
conflicts, in the area of music, cease.
Your fairness encourages them to be
fair. A welcome side effect is that
what comes out of the stereo will be
less objectionable.
Listening opens up pathways for
dialogue. Talk with your kids about
the songs you have heard. After they
get over the shock of you listening to
their music, you'll find new opportunities for discussion. Listening together also opens avenues of comm u n i c a t i o n t h a t may have been
closed for repair. Listening/dialogue
helps you find areas of mutual concern: the new immorality, the world
situation, modern life, and so on.
We often feel that communication
between the generations is difficult
because each has different interests.
That's not usually the case. It's not
the interests that are so different, but
rather the means of expressing them.
The language is different. Many
adults feel that Adolescent English
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this will work if it is seen as a gimshould be taught as a foreign lanmick or the old folk just trying to be
guage. Closing the gap by selective
cool.
Trust and love must be devellistening allows each side to hear the
oped.
Keeping the feelings flowing
other without using an Adult/Teenmeans
taking a risk and revealing
agese dictionary. Listening together
your
own
feelings.
shows concern and caring on the
How
long
has it been since you
part of the adult that the teen won't
told your kid, "I love you"? Not, "I
expect. It does, that is, if the intent is
love you, but I wish you'd clean up
true dialogue and not to put down
your room," or, "I love you, but get
rock. The listening will also be unproyour feet off the coffee table." Just,
ductive if it's done out of a sense of
"I love you." You may have to demduty. Teenagers may have a lot to
onstrate your love by admitting
learn, but they can spot someone
you've made mistakes and need forwho is only playing a game. And
giveness—both f r o m your teen and
they won't play along. If your conChrist. Far too often we parent
cern is real, selective listening could
along our merry way, calling on God
be one of your closest family times.
only when situations become unbearThe hardest part of selective lisable. The Lord of our lives wants to
tening as a family is finding time. All
be included every step of our way.
of us are busy, and getting everyone
Reintroduce Him to your family by
together at one time in one place is
beginning
your listening time with
difficult. But the mere notion of lisprayer.
Allow
these times to help
tening to rock as a family is so novel
make
you
a
better
parent.
that it may be all you need to keep
The teen years are tremendously
the younger set home. They will
difficult. They always have been, but
want to see what you've got up your
today they're even harder. Kids find
sleeve.
themselves adrift on a sea of conflictTo set it in motion, just ask them if
ing ideas—parents say this, peers say
they would like to listen to some
that, school says something else.
records. Make sure they know you
Lines of communication have frayed
mean theirs, not yours. When they
and
fallen. It is the wise parent
come to, situate yourselves near a
indeed
who can keep the lines up and
music maker and listen. Listen careopen.
The
best way is to just be
fully, analyzing what you are hearthere,
available.
That doesn't ensure
ing. What is the song saying? What
communication,
but it demonstrates
do you think it is saying? Is it importhat
two
important
ingredients—
tant? The teens will have their age
love
and
trust—are
present.
People
group's perspective and prejudices,
today
need
love,
and
they
search
and you'll have yours. Try to conuntil
they
find
it.
Society
shows
love
vince everyone to be open.
by the gifts lavished. Diamonds,
Take time to really communicate.
clothes, TVs, cars, and more. It negThis takes work. You will have to do
lects the most important gift—time.
some homework, getting ready for
Taking time to play, eat, or listen to
discussion time. Be open and canrecords together shows someone he
did. Don't be afraid to admit that
is important. Feeling important to
you don't have all the answers. Kids
someone makes me feel good about
need to know that their folks are
myself. I'll bet it does you, too.
h u m a n and have questions, too.
Parenting has never been easy. It
They also need to know that their
never
will be. Keeping communicafolks realize their own humanity.
tion flowing is aided by making
Try to remember what it was like as
room for their 45s beside your 78s.
a kid. Too often we get bogged down
Loving is the only way to survive.
in our woes and forget that kids'
problems are as real and valid as our
own. They deserve to be listened to.
Having a family listening time shows,
that you honor their tastes and are
'Dave Marsh and Kevin Stein, The Book
willing to try to understand them.
of Rock Lists (New York: Dell Publishing
Company, Inc., 1981), p. 7.
You've got to be genuine. None of
9

Video and
youth ministry
—
What was the most often purchased gift this past Christmas? Without making any claim to being prophetic, I suspect that high on the list
was an electronic marvel known as a
VCR.
This machine has nearly revolutionized the video industry over the
past several years. It has made possible the viewing of the whole gamut
of movies in our own living rooms,
f r o m religious and educational videos
to those viewed solely for entertainment and enjoyment. It has also
opened to youth ministry a whole
new range of programming options.
I have experienced several settings
where videos were used in youth
programming and have heard of
several others. I have also heard a
variety of suggestions for how groups
can make the best use of videos in
their programming. When anything
new comes on the scene, it is important to think carefully about its use.
What follows are some in-process
thoughts that may help in using
videos creatively.
At first thought, the educational
possibilities come to mind when
considering using videos. One can
order videos on just about any subject f r o m m a n y d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
audiovisual libraries. Most of these
come with discussion guides to assist
in group processing of the material
after it is shown. One of the advantages of videos is the greater ease in
replaying a segment during a discussion to more fully understand what
was said, especially if there is disagreement or the group would like
to hear something again.
However, most youth groups have
not limited themselves to renting
Reprinted by permission from

10

Builder.

by Lavon Welty

videos f r o m denominational audiovisual libraries. I suspect that the
most used resource is the nearby
video outlet, where secular movies of
all descriptions can be rented for
very nominal charges. This must be
a business with a high profit potential. In my town not only do outlets
that specialize in rental of videos
abound, but supermarkets and other
retail outlets are getting into the act.
Some persons would raise serious
questions about the use of secular
videos in youth group programming.
One youth group recently spent an
overnight together in the home of
one of its members. Part of the evening's entertainment included several videos. Several of these were
horror movies which included references and scenes to the occult. Supposedly these were selected because
they were scary, and that to some
members is fun.

W h a t is most easy
to pass over—a
time of discussion—
is likely the most
important part of
using videos.
Few youth in that situation will
have the strength to protest showing
such videos. Yet several afterward
voiced opinions that they were affected in their dreams because of the
movies. Two youth f r o m a family
visiting the congregation as a potential church home reported the content of the videos to their parents. It
did not take long for them to decide
to seek out another congregation.
If secular movies are to be used in

youth group programming, it is critical that the content be scrutinized
just as carefully as any other video
before showing it to the youth group.
I find it interesting that users of
audiovisuals from our church libraries insist on the right to preview
them. In fact, it is encouraged so that
leaders can better prepare for discussion. Sponsors must take even more
seriously their responsibility in previewing secular videos, including the
possibility of discouraging or not
allowing their use.
With the group noted above, the
intent of showing the videos was
purely entertainment. Sometimes
using them in such a way is acceptable. I spent a weekend in a conference retreat in which youth group
leaders and their sponsors spent a
very intensive day working together
at important concerns. To close the
day for late-night relaxation an entertaining secular video was shown.
That seemed okay. Another extended
discussion would have flopped.
However, just as with videos expressly for educational purposes, the
greatest potential comes when groups
take time to discuss what they see in
the movie. Very often this is most
easy to let slide by. But such experiences do generate feelings. Youth
should be given the opportunity to
express these feelings.
Few, if any, of the products of
Hollywood have content that can be
fully endorsed. That content which
can support our faith understandings should be noted in discussion.
But leaders should be just as ready to
question or express disagreement
with content that is contrary to our
beliefs. What is most easy to pass
over, a time of discussion, is likely
the most important part of using
videos. Otherwise, using videos
simply becomes a passive experience
for those involved and an opportunity is lost to help youth grow as
persons with a critical, discerning
consciousness.
The video can be a helpful tool for
youth ministry if its use is taken
seriously. Used simply as an easy
way to fill a night's programming
neutralizes its potential. Such use
can even be harmful.
•
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In the February issue of the Visitor, we presented the "Foreign Language of Caring." Through learning
and using communication skills such
as those presented last month, all of
us can get better at dealing with conflict. Where there is honest and skillful communication, occasional dis-

A member of the Lancaster, Pa., Brethren
in Christ Church, Dave Brubaker is a staff
associate of Mennonite Conciliation Services. This series of articles was commissioned by the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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Mediation
and
other options
for
resolving
conflicts

by Dave Brubaker

agreements will be less likely to erupt
into smoldering feuds.
Yet some of us may be enmeshed
right now in disagreements or conflicts where communication has already broken down and trust levels
are low. Perhaps you have tried to
deal skillfully with a conflict and still
have seen relationships deteriorate
and people suffer. Now what?
Even in the midst of painful conflicts, individuals and groups (such
as congregations) have many options
from which to choose. Most of the
options, excluding violence and per-

haps litigation, would be acceptable
to us in the Brethren in Christ tradition. Yet few of us are aware of
them. This article will present an
overview of conflict resolution options and present one, mediation, in
more detail.
The conflict resolution spectrum
As we suggested in the first article
in this series (see January Visitor),
there is no one right way of dealing
with disagreements or conflict. What
seems appropriate in one setting or
culture may be totally inappropriate
11

in another. Yet there are many informal and formal processes for
resolving conflicts which are available to us. I have identified ten major
ones below, ranked f r o m low-intensity (usually informal) to high intensity (usually formal). Each is followed by a brief definition.
1. Avoid I ignore the
conflict—
"Fear," as Stephen Weiss of the
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program
has written, "is the greatest barrier
we have to conflict resolution." Often
this fear blocks us f r o m moving any
further up the ladder of conflict resolution options. Unfortunately, the
conflict usually doesn't disappear
just because it's being ignored.
2. Indirect
communication—Even
when we are unable to talk directly
with our opponent, we may still be
able to communicate to him or her
through someone else. Henry Kissinger used this "shuttle diplomacy"
approach between Arab and Israeli
leaders in the 1970s.
3. Collaboration—When
there is
adequate trust and mutual respect,
we can often cooperate with the person we disagree with in finding a
"Win-Win" solution. This "working
together" is probably an ideal option
for dispute resolution, but is not
always possible.
4. Compromise—Even if we don't
fully trust our opponent, we may be
able to resolve a disagreement by the
give and take of negotiation. Negotiation implies face-to-face communication between the disputants, and
occurs in almost all of the options. In
compromising, we meet our opponent half-way.
5. Facilitation—If we are still unable to resolve the dispute, we may
invite a third person to facilitate the
discussions and negotiation. The mere
presence of a less-involved third party
can often help nudge disputants towards an agreement.
6. Mediation—If
facilitation
doesn't resolve the dispute, we may
want to contract with a trained
mediator. The mediator guides the
parties in a deliberate process designed to encourage a solution that
both can live with.
7. Arbitration—If we simply cannot agree on a resolution of our con12

Perhaps you
find yourself—
right now—in a
conflict or
disagreement
situation, where
communication
has already
broken down
and trust levels
are low.
Now what?
flict, we may choose to grant a neutral arbitrator the authority to decide
on a settlement. Both parties would
have an opportunity to present their
arguments and positions, and the
arbitrator would select one of their
positions or some compromise between the two.
8. Litigation—In
litigation, one
or both parties bring lawsuits against
the other which are decided by an
impartial judge. A major drawback
in choosing litigation is the expense
and frequent delays of this process.
9. Nonviolent
confrontation—
Parties who feel that their concerns
are not being met through traditional mechanisms may choose to
employ nonviolent techniques such
as demonstrations, boycotts, sit-ins,
etc. A nonviolent confrontation is
generally intended to induce a recalcitrant party (or the dominant ingroup) to negotiate with or at least
recognize the less powerful party
(out-group). The short-term effect
may be to increase tensions and the
perceived level of conflict.
10. Destroy I overwhelm
opponent—While unacceptable to Brethren in Christ and many other Christians, the most extreme form of
conflict "resolution" would be to

eliminate one's opponent(s). Lethal
violence can be carried out by an individual (murder) or a group (war).
Non-lethal violence includes physical and verbal abuse, threats and
intimidation.
How might this spectrum apply to
a group such as a congregation that
is experiencing conflict? Let's assume
that the "Green Hills Brethren in
Christ Church" is embroiled in a
painful conflict over a major building decision. Two clear factions have
emerged in this dispute, one strongly
in favor of a new building and the
other strongly opposed.
The two groups first attempted to
cooperate (collaborate) in reaching
an agreement. In less tense times this
approach would have worked, but in
the stress of conflict no one demonstrated a cooperative spirit. They
then attempted to compromise. Each
side presented its perspective during
a congregational meeting, complete
with detailed supporting documents.
No one wanted to budge. Finally the
congregation agreed to a vote on the
issue. But the vote was evenly split
and no clear direction emerged. Now
what?
The Green Hills congregation still
have a number of options as it proceeds up the spectrum. All would
involve bringing in a third party,
which is often the most difficult step
for individuals or groups in conflict
to take. The options would include:
• Green Hills could invite the
bishop or other person experienced
in g r o u p processes to
facilitate
another congregational meeting. A
facilitator would insure a more controlled (and thus "safer" process),
and also allay the fears of those who
thought earlier meetings were "manipulated."
• Green Hills could also invite a
trained mediator to help resolve the
conflict. Persons with mediation training often include church officials,
counselors, and mediators f r o m
agencies like the Mennonite Conciliation Service. Mediators involve
the parties in solving their own dispute, so the congregation would still
maintain a good deal of control over
the final outcome.
• If the two factions at Green
Evangelical Visitor

Hills are simply unable to agree or
compromise, the congregation will
probably want to grant an arbitrator
the authority to make the decision.
Logical persons for this role would
include the bishop, the person who
had served as the mediator, or a
panel of Christians respected in the
community and known to be neutral
to the dispute.

Mediation
Any of the above options may be
appropriate for the Green Hills congregation, but we will look at mediation in more depth in the remainder
of this article. Mediation may be a
good option either (1) when the
stakes are high, or (2) when trust is
low. In the stress of conflict, people
often need a fairly controlled and
"safe" process like mediation to openly share their feelings. Even when
there is little conflict, but the issues
are very important, it can be valuable to involve a mediator. The reason: A skilled mediator (or facilitator) can insure that everyone's perspective is heard, and help guide the
group towards consensus or at least
mutual understanding.
Meditators should be impartial
persons not identified with either
side in a dispute. A mediator urges
the parties to state positively what
they want instead of negatively what
they don't want, and thus helps
move them away from hard positions and to negotiable interests. If
the climate appears right, mediators
will coach "direct dialogue" f r o m the
parties. That is, a mediator will
encourage each party to communicate positive or helpful comments
directly to the other person.
R o n Kraybill, a veteran mediator
and Director of the Mennonite Conciliation Service, notes that "reconciliation happens only by invitation.
It's something that can't be coerced."
The role of the mediator is to assist
the parties in reaching their own
agreement, not to impose a solution
on them. When it works, as Ron has
observed, the mediator is a "privileged witness to something really
very sacred."
The classic mediation process inMarch 1987

volves four stages, all guided by the
mediator. These are as follows:
1. Introduction—Here the mediat o r ^ ) introduce themselves and explain the procedures, role of the
mediator, and establish ground rules
such as interruptions.
2. Story-telling—Each
party is
then given the opportunity to explain
the situation from its viewpoint, as
well as its special concern or objectives.
3. Problem-solving—After
the
parties have completed the storytelling stage, the mediator(s) help to
identify the key issues for discussion.
The mediator(s) will then often begin
with the easiest issue and work at
generating options leading to agreement on all the issues. Throughout
the process, mediators play close
attention to the parties' emotions,
making sure that everyone is being
heard.
4. Agreement—If
the problemsolving is successful, a specific and
balanced agreement will be reached.
This is often signed by the parties
and each is given a copy. If problemsolving is not successful, mediators
may help the parties identify the
consequences and how to deal with
them.

Processes for
handling
conflict which
respect the
concerns of
each person,
and which have
the goal of
reconciliation,
can be a powerful witness to
the gospel of
peace.

Fear not
In conclusion, when any of us
experiences conflict we need to be
aware of our options for dealing
with it. While those with whom we
disagree may not now be prepared to
negotiate a settlement of the disputed issues, they may indeed be
ready to agree on a process for
resolving them.
Also, one should avoid getting
stuck on a particular process. As
Stephen Weiss writes, "It seems more
important to be loyal to a satisfactory settlement of a conflict than to
one process or another." If mediation does not resolve a given conflict,
for example, the parties should generally ask a trusted outsider for a
binding decision.
Finally, a key step in resolving
conflict is often the willingness to
ask for help. Again quoting Stephen
Weiss, "the first role in the ministry
reconciliation is willing participation." All of us will probably experience occasions in which we alone
are unable to resolve a disagreement
wiht another person. Matthew 18
suggests that at that point we should
invite others f r o m the church to
help. In individual disagreements, a
good person to consult for guidance
might be a pastor or deacon or other
trusted lay person. In congregational
conflicts, the logical person would
be the bishop. Remember, most
people are honored to be asked to fill
the role of a facilitator.
As the first article in this series
noted, the question is not if we will
disagree but how we will disagree
with each other, especially among
Christians. Selecting processes that
respect the ideas and concerns of
each person, and that have the ultimate goal of loving reconciliation,
can be a powerful witness to the gospel of peace.
For further information about
mediation and other methods of
alternative dispute resolution, contact: Mennonite Conciliation Service, 21 S. 12th St., Akron, P A
17501. Phone: (717) 859-1151. The
final article of this series, on "Resources for Reconciliation," will appear in the next issue of the Visitor.
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God and the nations

A cas(
Missionary/ writer Grace Holland
has been exploring for us the truths
concerning God's heart for the nations. We have seen steps we can
take to develop more concern for
these nations. Now the Board for
World Missions offers us an opportunity to step into direct relationship
with an unreached people.

"We sat at the table for hours talking about the Yao. . . ." Thus begin the notes the Secretary of Overseas Ministries, Roy Sider, wrote in
Malawi, Africa. He and his wife,
Dorothy, were investigating the possibility of sending missionaries to
this Muslim group. They visited an
isolated couple, Herbert and Madeline Beerens, who, as far as they
themselves knew, were the only missionaries working in evangelism and
church planting with the 700,000
Yao people in Malawi.
Early in 1985 Roy Sider did extensive research on the Muslim peoples of Malawi, and the Yao in particular. He found that the Yao were
an immigrant people who settled
mainly a r o u n d the s o u t h e a s t e r n
shores of Lake Malawi during the
19th century. They came f r o m the
coastal area, now northern Mozambique. As the Yao were skillful traders, they were greatly influenced by
the Swahili people, a mixed race of
Arab and African traders who had
14

moved there during the centuries
before and had brought their Muslim religion with them. The Yao
became victims of and participants
in the slave trade. As the British
came, opposing slavery and bringing
Christianity, the Yao were driven
into closer alliance with the Swahili
Arabs, and eventually there was war
with the British. Today the Muslim
faith dominates among the Yao,
although other tribes have become
strongly Christian.
A year before the Siders' visit, the
Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Church
received a call for help from a group
calling themselves Brethren in Christ
in Malawi. They had responded to
this call, visited the growing church,
and helped them elect an overseer
a n d b e c o m e registered in their
country.
The imagination of the Overseas
Secretary in North America was
stirred. What was the state of the
church among the Yao? What were
the possibilities of missionary work
among this Muslim people? The
Zimbabwe church had asked the
overseas church to help. What if the
Z i m b a b w e c h u r c h , the M a l a w i
Chewa Church, and the North American church were to cooperate in
sending missionaries to Malawi?
Providentially, the Lord had already
provided a registration with the
government for the Brethren in Christ
to minister throughout the nation.

But as Roy and Dorothy sat with
the missionaries on that September
day of 1986, an exciting picture
began to emerge. Though the Yao
leaders are officially Muslim, the
older influential men are favorable
to Christian missionaries. The people actively invite the missionaries to
come to their villages and preach the
gospel. Roy asked why it is that the
Yao want to come to Christ. The
missionary answered that, first, there
is no longer a close-knit society. The
Yao are not as isolated as they were.
They blend into the national picture.
Second, schooling is in the hands of
the government. Even in the Muslim
schools, it is the law of the land to
teach the Bible. Education is opening the minds of these people. Third,
this is the third or fourth generation
since the Christian religion began to
be known in the area. As new missionaries come to them, the focus on
the Christian faith becomes clearer
and stronger—in fact, this has also
forced the Muslims to be more active. Fourth, there is now a desire by
the Yao people to be accepted in the
national spirit of unity. The president of the country is supportive of
the Christian faith, and there is some
natural tendency to want to know
about Christianity.
Herbert explained that in whatever way the missionary comes, that
is his official status. If he enters the
country as an agriculturalist or a
teacher or in medical service, he
must continue in that as long as he is
there. If he comes in as an evangelist
and church planter, the government
holds him to that. "There is no problem for new churches to come in,"
Herbert said, "and you have the
Evangelical Visitor

PartV

in point
. by Grace Holland
advantage in that you are already
registered." He stressed the importance of the coming of more missionaries. Madeline had said earlier
that when she was serving in her
homeland as a doctor, she wondered
how a person could ever be more
fulfilled than she was. But now she
was even more fulfilled, although
she officially practiced no medicine.
The missionary further explained
that Yao society is traditionally
African. One must go through the
right protocol. There are several
authority structures. First is the traditional chief and his council elected
by the people. This is the most
important. Second is the old Britishtype government structure with a
District Commissioner who has the
legal power to come into an area.
These two structures must be approached in the area where the missionary seeks residence. Third, there
is the political party structure which

has a unit in every village. There is
strong tension between the tribe and
the party in every Yao district.
Fourth, there is the Muslim leadership which is divided into two parts—
the Young Men's Muslim Association which is more orthodox and
very active, and the old men who are
the chiefs. But it is the chiefs who
have the power.
Later Roy wrote, "It was now
time to go to bed. My head was
spinning and my heart was full. This
whole event and the openness of the
gospel is beyond anything I ever
imagined."
The next day the group went to
the chiefs residence. The Beerens
urged the Brethren in Christ to send
missionaries to the Yao and insisted
that Roy ask the chief to approve
their coming. The missionary explained how to go about the official
greetings. There would first be brief
introductions. Then when they were

seated, they would officially meet
the chief. They were to make certain
that they bowed lower than he did
during the greeting. He was a very
old man, but seemed very warm.
After good conversation, Roy cautiously asked if they needed more
people to tell about Jesus Christ.
The chief said that they did. Roy
asked if new missionaries would be
welcome if they came, and the chief
said very strongly that they would be
welcome.
At the December meeting of the
Board for World Missions, the Overseas Secretary gave his report. He
recommended that since it appeared
that the Lord had opened a great
door for effective work among the
Yao people of Malawi, and since
there were urgent invitations to send
missionaries and the church was
already registered there, the board
should endorse the opening of this
work. They should make a commitment of faith and prayer for two
missionary couples, with at least one
couple to begin ministry during the
latter half of 1987. The recommendation was warmly approved. "It
was a thrilling experience!" said one
board member. Now what may the
Lord want each of us to do to make
this vision a reality?
•

Page 14—Roy and Dorothy Sider
(right, with Brigit Beerens, in front) stand
beside Yao Chief Chowe (center), along
with Bishop Stephen Ndlovu of Zimbabwe and Amos Phirl (far left).
Page 15—The main street in Chief
Chowe's village.
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Theological training
for
urban missions

by Elias Moyo

As I look over the great city of
London, concern rises in my heart
for the training of Christian leaders
for the urban centers of the world.
Paul, in his last recorded word of
encouragement to the young pastor
Timothy, showed us the life assignment yet to be accomplished by all
Christians. "And the things you have
heard me say in the presence of
many witnesses entrust to reliable
men who will also be qualified to
teach others. (2 Timothy 2:2). This
passing on of God's truth by the
local pastor-teacher is still needed
today, especially in the cities.
Lewis Mumford, urban researcher,
says that the city is the point of greatest concentration of power and culture of an entire community. It is the
form and symbol of integrated social
relationships.
The need for urban
theological education
People f r o m many different walks
of life are now moving to the cities.
Greenway reports that in 1970, onethird of the world's population lived
in the city. By the year 2000, if the
Lord tarries, two-thirds will be urbanites. Cities bring floods of challenge. There are growing populations, underdevelopment, racial integration, work ethics, free time, family
tensions, poor neighborhoods, potential education and wealth, and
community upheavals to deal with.

In the midst of these, we remain
without choice but to be concerned
about equipping Christians to be
ready to share their faith with people
at their level of need.
Sometimes Christians want to
avoid the problems of the city. They
forget that the mission of the Christian community is to transform men
and women and prepare them for
the coming of the eternal city, which
is the goal of history. Theological
education in the city must challenge
Christians to create a spiritual community that gives body and life to
the reconciliation to God in Jesus. It
must prepare Christians to share the
ministry that incorporates each member with his gifts, and shows him
how to preach and heal, both within
the brotherhood and in the broader
community. It must train disciples
who will be able to make other disciples for our loving Lord.
Urban theological training (as well
as rural) must prepare Christians for

the process of reevaluating their lives
and ministry in the light of their
present surroundings. For this reason, a serious study of the social,
economic, and anthropological
sciences in interaction with theology
is necessary. The pastor-teacher must
inspire men and women to preach
the gospel that includes the whole
being of man. Christ's salvation has
to do with both body and soul. The
sick are healed and redeemed from
their condemnation. Urban theological education should prepare men
and women to plan and put into
practice programs of love at local,
national, and world levels.
Models for theological
education in the city
Christ's example of training gives
important insights. He sat and walked
with his disciples for three years as
he trained them. He also promised
them the power of the Holy Spirit as
indicated in Acts 1:8: "But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth."
The entire church membership
needs to be trained in this way for
the many ministries in the church
and outside it. I agree with Strachan
of Evangelism in Depth that the
expansion of any movement is in
continued on page 18

Ellas and Fadzai Moyo, with their
children Tha, Faith, Nkosinathi Blessing,
and Patience. The Moyos have been
ministering full-time in London, England,
since 1982. Currently they are planting a
Brethren in Christ church in the Brent
area of western London.
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od at work in our world
Mission to the Wolof
people
Jay and Judy Smith—Senegal
After a year of learning French, we're
now learning Wolof. This language isn't
as complicated as French, but we find it
hard to motivate ourselves to learn yet
another language so soon.
Some days we feel discouraged because we see so much immorality and
injustice, much of it done in the name of
Allah (God). The people are poor; there
are fewjobs; and 45 percent of the population is under 15 years old. Many people just sit in the shade all day and talk.
The education system is inadequate; the
economy is bad. Senegal depends on a
lot of foreign aid.
But then other days we feel encouraged. Jay's been making a few close relationships with some fellows in the community who come over to chat and have
tea. Once we pass the hurdle of their

discovering that we are not here to give
money or do social work, they begin to
understand we are serious about evangelism, though they consider Christianity
quite inferior to Islam, the "newer
revelation."
We're on loan from Brethren in Christ
World Missions to work with the International Christian Fellowship for about
five years. Now there are three couples:
the Vannahs, the Mullers, and us.
Another couple will join us next summer—the Laubes. We're all getting
bonded together. We need your prayers
though. We daily sense the enemy's
presence trying to pull us apart.
The turnover rate of missionaries is
high here, and one reason is illness. So
you can always pray that we'll stay
healthy. It's very easy to get sick—
malaria, flus, bacterial infections, parasites, amoebas, hepatitis, fatigue. . . .
We just try to live sensibly. It's not too
bad, really.

We aren't yet into any real ministry,
as our first year is to be devoted to learning Wolof. However, once a week the
men go to a small local village and hold
discipleship classes with a young Muslim convert, Mamadu. These lessons are
in French. Steve Vannah and Val Muller
are getting near the end of their language acquisition time and in January
plan to check out the local towns to see
about the possibility of renting a storefront and opening a reading center—a
place where men could come, remain
anonymous, yet inquire about Jesus,
read Scriptures and do correspondence
courses. So, we need guidance on where
to rent a "boutique." Also we need to
start preparing materials. There are portions of the Bible in Wolof, mostly the
New Testament. The whole New Testament was to come out early this year,
but there have been delays. Everything
is in the frontier stage and so we go out
continued on page 18

Call to prayer

prayer, along with current prayer
requests and answers. Use of this
material is one of many ways that
could help you focus your prayer.

Last year, 649 people became
World Christian Intercessors. These
prayer partners committed themselves to pray daily for the people of
Brethren in Christ World Missions
and the rest of Christ's global cause.
This has been an effective group of
prayer warriors. Missionaries in various countries around the globe have
testified to a sense of God's working
in a special way because of the
increased prayer support. We want
to invite others to join in this ministry of intercession during 1987.

What shall we pray for? If you will
commit yourself to daily prayer,
Brethren in Christ World Missions
will send you the Handbook
for
World Christian Intercessors. Monthy supplements to this handbook
nclude a Bible study and an inspiraional reading on missions and

Will you be a World Christian
Intercessor? Please consider this opportunity to pray. When God leads
you to join us in this commitment to
prayer, please fill out this form and
send us the right half. We will see
that you receive important prayer
information each month.

God chooses to work when his
people pray. We are again enlisting
people who will pray—not those
who will think about prayer or talk
about prayer, but partners who will
pray. Prayer changes people as well
as things. When we pray, God hears
and answers in remarkable ways. He
also enlarges the faith of the person
praying.

In dependence upon God, I
c o m m i t myself to pray daily
in 1987 for Brethren in Christ
World Missions and the rest
of Christ's global cause.

March 1987

To: Brethren in Christ World Missions
P.O. Box 390
Mount Joy, PA 17552
I plan to pray daily in 1987 for Brethren
in Christ World Missions and the rest
of Christ's global cause. Please keep
me informed.

World Christian
Intercessor
Prayer Commitment

signature

I

Name and address:

I
I
|

Today's date
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Theological training
for urban missions
from page 16

direct proportion to its success in
mobilizing its members in continuous propagation of its beliefs. All
members need the opportunity to
participate in the corporate ministry
by using their particular gifts and
talents. "It was he who gave some to
be apostles, some to be prophets,
some to be evangelists, and some to
be pastors and teachers, to prepare
God's people for works of service so

that the body of Christ may be built
up. (Eph. 4:11-12).
The training of the members must
be specialized as well as diversified.
The teaching must be directed to
specific needs and functions of the
church in its community. In fact, the
believers themselves should help to
define the functions of the church
that correspond to their life in the
city. They should determine what
training is needed to help them fulfill
these roles. The training courses
should not just give facts about a
variety of subjects; they should
develop the ability of the students to

relate ideas and draw conclusions.
This will develop new leaders and
will also help to remove the idea that
the full-time ministry is an elite profession. It will emphasize the truth
that all the church members have a
sacred function to perform.
Methods of
theological education
In view of the varied urban situations, I see on-the-job training as
capable of yielding the best results.
Christians who are really interested
in studying the Bible will find available times to study, even though

od at work: in our world
from page 17

in faith, one step at a time. Jay and I are
developing some interesting friendships
here in our neighborhood. We are limiting our contacts to four families. Pray
that they will see Jesus in us and that
they will be attracted to the Light.
We are so very grateful for letters.
Settling into Senegal hasn't been easy,
but through this time we've received a
constant flow of encouraging letters,
some from people we don't even know,
but who are praying. It has helped us to
face each day as it comes.

New life
Bob and Carol Geiger—Colombia
New life came to our family in the
person of our fourth child—Joanna
Renee, born August 23rd. She is a
healthy, happy little girl, a much desired
little sister for Rebecca.
We also praise the Lord for the
number of rebirths taking place in the
ministry during the past few months. In
August and September six people came
to the Lord. In November Bob took a
week-long Evangelism Explosion (EE)
course. He started sharing the gospel by
using their two lead questions and eight
more people became Christians.
One of the most precious times was
with Julio and his wife, Elsa. Julio had
expressed interest in studying the Bible
with Bob last Christmas. We had been
meeting together for quite some time,
but even though we explained the gospel
from just about every conceivable angle,
they just couldn't quite understand. It
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was obvious that it would take the Holy
Spirit to enlighten them. Our friendship
grew. We decided that both our families
should take a much needed break from
Bogota and go to a resort town for an
overnight trip. We were all beside the
pool when Bob once again shared the
gospel. This time we used EE's method.
Both finally understood what was needed
in order to receive eternal life. We had a
glorious time praying that morning before we came home.
Quite unexpectedly, in the month of
September, we found ourselves in the
midst of a growing counseling ministry.
Much of this work has fallen on Carol's
shoulders and she is very excited to be
able to put into practice her preparation
as a pastoral counselor and her studies
in cross-cultural psychology. As we have
learned to know more people in the
Bible studies, we have seen a greater
interest in both family and individual
counseling. We are now seeing people
about seven hours per week, our maximum goal being some 20 hours weekly.
Right now we are working with wives of
10 different families in different capacities, so the husbands are a very great
concern. Pray with us that Bob can
share the gospel with these men.
The Sunday morning fellowship time
began in July. For a long while, only
Loli came. But we now have six very
faithful people. Prayer is needed that the
new believers will be integrated into the
Christian community that is forming.
Up until now the Thursday Bible study
has had the strongest attendance (15).
Pray that this will grow as well. Pray

also that the seed that has been planted
in these new Christians will take root
and blossom, that they will become
founders in the new church that Christ is
establishing here.

Year-end and Christmas
John Graybill—Japan
We are very encouraged and believe
this has been perhaps one of our best
years in Japan. I feel the beginning of
the Leadership Training Course for new
believers has been the greatest accomplishment in 1986 and, to my surprise,
memory verse work has become the
most exciting part of our course.
Christmas activities have been great.
Forty-one ladies crowded into our little
Japanese house for the December cooking class with Lucille serving a full
course meal to everyone. About 70
attended the Christmas worship service
and almost 100 the Christmas Eve candle service. The place was filled with
sinners so eager to hold their little personal candle and sing "Silent Night." I
could feel warm tears dropping from my
cheeks as we sang so earnestly, yet
knowing 95 percent of those in attendance do not know the Lord Jesus as
Savior.
After being in our English conversation classes for almost four years now,
most of the students openly state that
they have no interest in making a commitment of their life to Jesus as Savior
and Lord. We do need your help in this
battle for souls, for a real breakthrough
for God in this land.
•
Evangelical Visitor

they are engaged in different fields of
work. As they sense the need for
training and being accepted by the
church for the functions they are to
fulfill, they will concentrate on their
areas of need while they continue
their regular work during the day. In
doing this they are not dislocated
f r o m their work. The classes or
learning activities, which are conducted at night or on weekends, can
be under the umbrella of a resident
Bible school. Learning can be directed
by a special extension leader or by a
local pastor, as the present program
of Theological Education by Extension is operated.
In Latin America alone the T.E.E.
program has touched thousands of
students. Fifteen years after it began,
leaders reported that more t h a n
25,000 students in 250 agencies in 60
countries were enrolled. In Africa an
estimated 30,000 students are enrolled, and the program is still being
introduced in some areas. Many of
these are rural programs, but good
results have also been reported in the
cities.
With this method, courses can be
planned according to the specific
needs of the area and of the persons
who seek training. Field work assignments, theological books with question guides, regular weekly gatherings to share questions, and programmed texts can be used. Students
prepare for immediate needs, and
the process of learning is adapted to
the function for which it is required.
Trainees are encouraged to be themselves, since the best learning takes
place when men and women are
open to each other. Small, on-thej o b learning groups make this easier.
Conclusion
Theological education for urban
leadership is imperative. However,
education should not be an end in
itself. Extension Bible teaching must
keep the door open to new insights
in theological training. We must
continue to search for improved
ways to teach theology. We must
equip people for world evangelization. Our task is not to entertain, but
to involve people in ministry. May
we seek to do this for today's cities.
March 1987

"Targeting a tormentor . . .
because we care"
Sometimes each of us feel forgetful, disoriented, muddle-headed. Maybe a stressful day has worn us out.
Too many irons have dimmed the
fire. We've become preoccupied with
a particular preplexity. Tired, burdened, or distracted, we fail to apply
cerebral sharpness to a simple task
and we do something ridiculous.
Embarrassed, we pick up the bungled
pieces of our mental miscue and
move on maybe with a comment
like, "I must be getting old—or
senile."
But our leaden-headed lapses are
the exception, not the rule. When we
really apply ourselves to a concern,
we are able to get the j o b d o n e most of the time. Yet what if we
couldn't? What if over a period of
months we became more and more
scatterbrained, less and less lucid? If
Keith Ulery is Director of Development
and Public Relations for Messiah Village,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.

we forgot names we've known for
years, misplaced mountains under
our noses, and couldn't concentrate
enough to perform the simple duties
of daily living, how would we feel?
How would our friends and families
feel?
This frightening condition happens
to more precious people than we
realize. Two to three million Americans are now suffering with it and in
forty years three times that number
will become affected as the "baby
boomers" become octogenarians.
Thus Messiah Village is launching
out in a bold new step.
Because we care . . .
and because you love . . .
Many of us have been touched by
this illness called Alzheimer's disease. Thankfully A I D S have not
affected most of our families. As we
attempt to live morally clean lives
according to God's word, we trust
the grace of God to spare us this new
disease. But Alzheimer's disease is a
different situation. Many unanswered
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Architect's rendering of the proposed Alzheimer's wing at Messiah Village. The present chapel is on the far right.

questions come to mind. Why do
some get it? What can be done to
prevent it? Why can't people talk
about it? Fear and lack of knowledge and, in a sense, helplessness in
dealing with Alzheimer's disease is
the plight that most of us find ourselves in today.
Is it a disease of only the elderly?
Statistics say that this disease is not
limited to the elderly alone. Many of
those afflicted have been people who
were in the mainstream of society—
people who were used to responsibility and managerial positions. With
what we know about Alzheimer's
disease and the people it affects, we
must admit frustration in trying to
do anything to prevent this new disease f r o m touching us or our family.
Because we care here at Messiah
Village, we are building a special
care unit onto our existing nursing
wing, a portion of which will be
devoted to services for patients with
Alzheimer's.

Because we care . . .
and because you love . . .
we have faith
This new unit will provide for two
additional levels of service. The first
will be a personal care unit. This is a
step between our existing sheltered
care and nursing areas. Often our
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residents need more care than our
sheltered care unit is able to provide.
At this point the personal care unit
will be a helpful addition in meeting
the growing needs of many.
The second level of care is an
intermediate care wing with special
rehabilitative services. Here we will
be able to provide specialized services for those afflicted with Alzheimer's disease. Much research has
gone into our planning. We are on
the cutting edge in the treatment
phase. While we do not have all the
answers, in the effort to serve our
fellowman we are diligently learning
all we can. The many offers of counsel f r o m professionals in the field
have been encouraging. We covet
your prayers for guidance also. Messiah Village desires to serve the needs
of our elderly citizens.
We plan to begin construction of
this 43,000 square foot facility this
spring. The contractor has been secured and final plans have been
completed.
The anticipated cost is $3,045,589.
Sensible stewardship principles make
it clear that embarking on such a
project without examining the financial strain that it creates is not
wise, despite its noble purpose. We
are in a financial position to see our
way clear in borrowing approximately two-thirds of this amount. We

anticipate repaying this part of our
loan with monies generated by operating income.
The remaining third of the loan,
needed for the Alzheimer unit, is our
problem. Residents in this unit, tending to live longer and because of
increasing care requirements, soon
will deplete their financial resources.
As this happens, you can see that
there is no way to pay a construction
loan without unfairly burdening
those who need this care. We do not
expect the Alzheimer part of the new
care wing to generate enough income
to cover construction costs. We are,
however, committed to continuing
care regardless of our residents' financial status. It is our brotherhood
commitment. We can do no less. So
we are trusting that because you
care, $1 million can be raised by the
brotherhood of believers and interested friends, including the business
and professional community.
We feel confident that these plans
move us in the right direction as we
search for a better way to deal with
these problems. But it is a huge task!
Let the Lord lay this need upon your
heart as you reflect upon this tormenting condition called Alzheimer's.
Please be in prayer as we move
boldly ahead with this project. We
plan to give you more information
soon about our challenging mission.
Evangelical Visitor

C. W. Boyer at work in the archives.

I

N a series of articles appearing
lately in the Evangelical Visitor,
I have offered suggestions on a number of activities relating to our congregational and family life. This concluding article outlines ways in which
the archives of the Brethren in Christ
Church and Messiah College can be
of help in these activities.
First, however, the question of
accessibility should be addressed.
The inclination of many people,
especially of those living at a distance f r o m Grantham, is to question
the practical use for them of the
archives, since they cannot come in
person to use the records. The answer
is the marvelous copy machine. Pertinent sources can usually be determined by communication with the
archivist—either by telephone or
letter—and then reproduced and
mailed to the inquirer. We do a con-

siderable amount of such work, and
we do it with pleasure as part of our
assignment.
Of course, we welcome researchers
to the archives. We are able to provide generous working space. Photocopy machines, typewriters, microfilm readers and other such mechanical assistance are available in the
college library which houses the
archives. Either the archivist or an
attendant is available from 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. By prior a r r a n g e m e n t , the
archives may be opened for additional hours in the evening and on
weekends.
The archives, for practical purposes, contains two sections. One is,
in essence, a museum which displays
a variety of historical items from the
denomination's past, such as plain
clothes, love feast utensils and sup-

plies, early Brethren in Christ hymnals, even spittoons from Brethren
in Christ churches (one from behind
the pulpit of an Ohio church). These
artifacts, while coming from our
past, are illustrative of themes and
principles that remain with us in our
congregations and families, although
often in different forms. For example, the spittoon is a splendid example of the Brethren in Christ emphasis on obedience: when our church
fathers received light against the use
of tobacco, they walked in that light,
so that now the spittoon is only a
museum piece in the denominational
archives.
Since these artifacts are nicely
illustrative of principles in o u r
church and family life, I encourage
such groups as membership and
Sunday school classes to visit the
archives for a presentation I make

The Brethren in Christ Archives:

Partner in telling our stories
E. Morris Sider
March 1987

21

on the symbolic value of the items. I
also welcome invitations to take the
artifacts "on the road" for presentations in church services.
The major work of the archives,
however, is devoted to the collection, preservation, and servicing of
denominational records. The combined collection consists of several
hundred archival boxes of documentary material, in addition to
such other items as publications,
photographs, and cassette tapes containing oral history. This variety in
the archives' holdings suggests the
assistance the archives may be to
congregations and families.
For example, the archives has
several complete sets of the Evangelical Visitor, which began publication
in 1887. In some ways, this paper is
the major primary source for Brethren in Christ church and family life.
The author of a congregational history most certainly should go
through the Evangelical Visitor for
reports on the congregation's special
services (revival meetings, love feasts,
harvest barn meetings), on other
important events (construction or
remodeling of the church building,
dedication of a parsonage), and on
its people (pastors and denominational leaders).
Authors of family histories will
find in the paper valuable information in what professionally are called
vital statistics—birth announcements
(carried in more recent years), marriage announcements, and obituaries (especially helpful in earlier years
when more space was given to recalling a person's family, career, and
contributions). Articles in the Evangelical Visitor by and about pastors,
church leaders and others, also have
obvious value for family and congregational histories.
To locate this information in the
church paper normally would be
very time consuming. Fortunately,
the archives has full and excellent
card indexes for authors and titles of
articles, reports on congregations,
and vital statistics. These indexes are
kept up to date: virtually as soon as
the current issue of the Evangelical
Visitor arrives at the archives, the
process of indexing begins. This
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means that in a matter of only a few
minutes, the information available
on 100 years of church history as
provided in the church paper may be
located, and later, if necessary, photocopied and mailed to the person
requesting the information.
Similar resources held by the
archives include complete sets of the
Handbook of Missions (first published in 1918) and the General Conference Minutes. These sources are
valuable, among other reasons, for
information on people who served in
the church and for the beginning of
congregations whose origins lie in
home mission activities. Over the
years the archives has collected multiple sets of these two sources, in part
for the purpose of making them
available to congregations wanting
to own or round out a set for their
libraries.
Other valuable sources for congregational and family history held
by the archives are the records of
districts and congregations. Frequently these records include not only
minutes of the district or congregational councils, but also Sunday
school records, membership books,
brief historical sketches, and board
and committee minutes.
Some records will require time
and patience to use, but may nonetheless contain valuable information
for congregational family histories.
The archives holds the records of
such institutions as Brethren in
Christ o r p h a n a g e s and Messiah
Home (now Messiah Village), which
include the names of persons resident in them. Diaries such as those
of Frances Davidson, C. N. Hostetter, Jr., and J o h n Henry Byer are
rich in allusions to people and congregations, as are the personal papers of such leaders as E. J. Swalm,
Alvin Burkholder, Henry Ginder,
and Charlie Byers. It must be added,
however, that for obvious reasons,
most of these diaries and personal
papers are restricted in use and thus
require permission from the donor
or designated persons to be examined.
Photographs, particularly when
the people in them are identified, can
also be valuable. The archival collec-

tion (still largely uncatalogued, but
nevertheless accessible) includes
photographs of missions and missionaries, church leaders and lay
people, special services (e.g. baptisms, love feasts, tent meetings, and
much more. From this collection the
archives has provided n u m e r o u s
photographs for books, family histories, and articles (including some
of the photographs used for this series). I am hoping that we can add
considerably to this collection and
thus make it more serviceable. For
this reason, as archivist I welcome
donations of photographs of individuals and families and of church
life in general.
The oral history collection is a
fairly recent yet rapidly growing section of the archives. The collection
includes the cassette tapes carrying
the business sessions of General Conference since 1954. The information
on these tapes is readily accessible by
means of a detailed index compiled
by Clarence W. Boyer. In a way that
the General Conference
Minutes
cannot do, these tapes catch the
debates of General Conference and
thus the nuances of that body's activities. Here is a virtually unexplored
mine for insights into people who
may appear in congregational and
family histories.
Other cassette tapes perhaps more
directly record church and family
life. Among them are the 20 made by
H. H. Brubaker, the 36 by Henry
Ginder, and the 12 by Charlie Byers,
all of them containing numerous
insights into and much information
on congregations and people.These
tapes have all been transcribed to
paper for easy use. An ongoing project of the archives is to do the same
for most of our oral history section.
Such are some of the ways in
which the archives can be a partner
with congregations and families in
the collecting, recording, and interpreting of their histories. Together
we can work to make better known
the story of God's moving among us.
In addition to serving as archivist for the
Brethren in Christ Church, Dr. Sider is Professor of History and English Literature at
Messiah College.
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"Not just a farm issue,"
Heisey says
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
Christians who farm have a responsibility to God to take care of the land,
Wilmer Heisey told a group of farmers
and others January 17 at Smoketown,
Pa. At the same time, the church has a
responsibility to support farmers who
are in financial difficulty, he said.
Heisey, who is executive secretary of
MCC U.S., has been actively involved in
helping persons affected by the current
farm crisis. He made his comments at a
seminar attended by more than 50 persons on "Dilemmas of the Mennonite
Farmer," sponsored by The People's
Place Associates, Intercourse, Pa.
Christian farmers in North America
are influenced by two traditions, Heisey
said. On one hand, their forebears were
pioneers who came to the New World
for opportunity, not only for religious
freedom. The pioneer "buys a place,
breaks land, and gets ahead." The pioneer outlook is characterized by "the

Book Review

Supportive Care in the Congregation,
by Dean Preheim-Bartel and Aldred
Neufeld. Published in 1986 by Mennonite Central Committee, 21 S. 12th St.,
Akron, PA 17501. Paper, 38 pages,
$2.95. Reviewed by Larry and Merle
Landes, parents from Souderton, Pa.
We don't want to be a burden on
anybody." How often have we heard
that expression from families struggling
to cope with and provide for persons
who are significantly disabled and dependent? The booklet Supportive Care
in the Congregation effectively paves the
way for the development of a mutually
helpful relationship between such families and local congregations. It is right
on target in identifying attitudes of families and congregations that care through
March 1987

itch to improve and enlarge" and to gain
wealth and power.
But Christians are called to be stewards or-teftders of the land, Heisey said.
Their interest should be in giving to the
world and to future generations.
Being a steward is not an easy task,
participants at the meeting agreed. "My
accountant tells me I ought to let the
ground sit and take the government
check," one farmer said. "How do I as a
Christian reconcile that with my concern for stewardship of the land?"
"I heard just yesterday that the ground
next to me is going to be sold for a
K-Mart," another farmer said. "I'm
interested in passing land on to our
children."
Other participants raised questions
about the use of fertilizer, land values,
and the effect of financial pressures on
family life.
Several farmers said they are struggling just to survive. Other participants

a relationship of mutual service. Families may be very self-conscious, innerdirected, suffer in silence, and do not
want to "impose on others." Out of fear
and a shortage of self-awareness,
churches may shrink from a potentially
vital "servanthood" ministry. This booklet further issues the challenge to congregations to be inclusive, to care for
their own. Agape love undergirds and
empowers such efforts.
Congregations as nurturing "families
of God" are urged to form supportive
care groups designed to assist families in
providing continuity of care, financial
security, and overall quality care for
members of families who are significantly disabled. Of great importance is
the concept that families and their dependent members have primary input
into plans of care. Congregations serve
as a support system but with a commitment to giving ongoing direction when
families are unable or unavailable to do
so. Also of importance is the suggestion
to include community agency contribution to a "team" effort when appropriate.
This booklet further outlines how to
initiate and implement such a program.
It spells out very clearly the varied roles

said they haven't been hit by the economic crunch yet, but are worried about
what lies ahead. The situation in the
East is "about two years behind" that in
the Midwest and West, a Lancaster
County farmer warned.
Hard times are a challenge to the
church, Heisey said. Mennonites have
"learned how to respond to people in
trouble on the other side of the world,
he pointed out. "But what do we do
when that person's farm adjoins ours?"
Farmers who survive sometimes feel
smug in relation to those who have
failed, Heisey observed. "I think we've
come to the idea that God will honor us
if we work hard," he said. "We've come
to a theology of success. We don't have a
theology of failure."
Affluence and an emphasis on selfsufficiency have made it hard for people
to care for each other, Heisey said. But
Christians must learn to be both givers
and receivers.
Response to farmers in trouble is not
just a farm issue, Heisey contended.
Rather, it's a matter of bringing faith
and finances back together. Responding
to troubled farmers makes it easier for
the church to respond to other members
who are in need.
•

and responsibilities supportive care
groups can fulfill. A group composed of
people who constitute a kind of "natural
network"—people who know more intimately the families and the persons who
are disabled—is crucial.
Local congregations are indeed reservoirs of caring gifted people. Families
with special needs must work at "letting
others in." This booklet clearly and convincingly calls for links to be established
that will meet the needs of both. Families by availing themselves of organized
group support care be freed to give of
their emotional best to their disabled
family members. Congregations can be
energized by the renewal forces set in
motion by such a ministry. Families in
need, yea, crisis—congregations deserving to heed the "call"! Risk reading Supportive Care in the Congregation. You
may very well strengthen your faithfulness to God's calling to mutual service,
love and caring.
—Larry and Merle Landes,
parents Souderton, Pa.
This title is available at your Christian
Light Bookstore, or you may order it from
MCC.
m
23

Canadian theological consultation
involves Brethren in Christ, Mennonites
A Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
theological consultation convened in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, January 21-22,
1987. The idea for this Canadian consultation was generated at a previous meeting of Canadian moderators and secretaries. The meeting was the fourteenth
annual gathering of the Canadian moderators and secretaries. Further planning and implementation for the consultation was carried on by Mennonite
Central Committee staff. Close to 100
persons were involved.
Four subject areas were addressed,
each being assigned to two presenters,
selected from the various denominations. The subject areas were: Scripture—
Authority, Interpretation; Conversion;
The Church and Mission; Unity. Each
conference/denomination had been invited to submit a one-page written response to each paper. These were then
used to initiate the discussion periods.
The consultation was attempting to
test the degree of common understanding among the various Canadian groups.
Many perceived that this was a significant event, where leaders were engaging

Director of
Camping
Ministries
Camp Kahquah is seeking a
half-time camp administrator,
with responsibilities to begin in
the fall of 1987. Applications will
be received until May 15,1987.
For more information,
please contact:
Bruce VanderBent, Secretary
Camp Kahquah Corporation Ltd.
R. R. #1; Unionville, ONT L3R 2L6
Phone (416) 887-5580
Note: Due to Canadian immigration restrictions, this notice is
directed primarily to residents of
Canada.
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in serious theological dialogue across
conference lines.
A clear call to seeking greater organizational unity was presented; concrete
proposals received mixed reactions. The
moderators representing Canada-wide
conferences did organize in order to
assume leadership for future similar
meetings, under the name Canadian
Council of Moderators and Secretaries

Allegheny Conference
On Jan. 15, Tony Gonzalez, missionary to
Spanish speaking people in Florida, shared his
experiences with the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. • Joe Baer, former deacon of the
Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., was
installed Jan. 4 as fulltine associate pastor. Antrim
broke all previous attendance records in December, averaging over 400 in worship services. • Pastor Richard Lehman of the Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., attended a Christian education convention in Baltimore, Md., in late January.
• The work in Africa was the subject of Fred and
Grace Holland's Jan. 18 presentation to the Canoe
Creek congregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa.
On Feb. 7, the Carlisle, Pa., congregation sponsored the "Walk Thru the Bible—Old Testament"
seminar. • The Jan. 28 missions service at the
Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa., focused on
the London church planting by the Byers and
Moyo families. Feb. 1 was Youth Day. • The
Chambersburg, Pa., congregation enjoyed music
from the Vocal Ensemble on Feb. 1, in a program
called "More Than Wonderful." • Jan. 11 was
Youth Sunday for the Clarence Center, N. Y.
congregation. Paul Leubner spoke in the morning.
An evening service of summer missions reports
and pictures was followed by a baptismal service. •
The Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro,
Pa., recently received eight new members. A fourpart film series, "How to Really Love Your Teenager," was viewed in January.
The Green Spring congregation, Newville, Pa.,
received eight new members on Jan. 18 • Dr.
Arthur Climenhaga was evangelist for revival services, Feb. 8-11, at the Hanover, Pa., church. • In
January, the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation began a Wednesday night study of Swindoll's book.
Strengthening Your Grip. • Rev. Curtis Bryant
was the speaker at a Feb. 7 Sweetheart Banquet
for the Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, Pa. •
Results of a recent poll of the growing Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation indicate support for growth

of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
Churches. This council will not stress
organizational unity, but may explore
theological and practical areas where
there are perceived differences. Matters
for action will be referred to constituent
conferences. Bishop Harvey R. Sider is
a participant in the group.
A Findings Committee report was
developed; a copy may be requested
through MCC Canada. Canadian Brethren in Christ participants were Bishop
Harvey Sider, Leonard Chester (Conference Secretary) and Ross Nigh (who
chairs MCC Canada).

beyond 400; initiation of multiple services; and
eventual relocation to a larger facility. The congregation has recently viewed the film series,
"Ordering Your Private World" by Gordon MacDonald.
Marilyn Ebersole spoke to the Messiah Village
congregation on Jan. 14 about her service as a
laboratory technician at Macha Hospital, Zambia. • The Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., had a 40th wedding anniversary surprise party and money tree for Rev. and Mrs.
Lome Lichty on Jan. 11. Ken Letner recently
spoke at a Christian education seminar which
included an appreciation meal for the Sunday
school staff and spouses. • The Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., hosted a Lifestyle
Evangelism Seminar on Jan. 9-10 sponsored by
the Christian Business Men's Committee.
Jan. 18 was busy for the New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., with a deacon installation; a slide presentation by Paul Hostetler; and
the Messiah College Singers in the evening. Ray
and Darlyss Kipe, missionaries to Zambia, spoke
on Feb. 1. • On the evening of Jan. 18, Alvin Hull
informed the Paramount congregation, Hagerstown, Md., about "The Gospel in Papua, New
Guinea." The church has made available to members a specially designed notebook for lessons and
study notes, sermon notes, and prayer requests. •
Eight new members were welcomed recently by
the West Shore congregation, Enola, Pa. The congregation initiated a Toddlers for Worship Ministry during services on Jan. 11.

Atlantic Conference
The Atlantic Conference Players presented "The
First Church of Pete's Garage" on Feb. 22 at the
Cross Roads church, Mt. Joy, Pa., directed by
Greg Rider and Susan Kanode. • The Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation dedicated new handbells
in January services. Saturday, Feb. 21, was Leadership Day. Local leaders planned to gather to
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study "Conflict Management in Church Ministry." • The youth of the Fairland congregation,
Cleona, Pa., sponsored a spaghetti supper Jan. 24
to defray the cost of the youth retreat, Feb. 6-8. •
The Lancaster, Pa., congregation hosted the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service
on the evening of Jan. 18.
Jan. 18 was Pioneer Clubs Award Night at the
Mastersonville church, Manheim, Pa. Richard M.
Canfield, director of Keys to Better Living, spoke
at the congregation's sweetheart banquet, Feb. 7. •
The Manheim Area Chorus sang for the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., on Jan. 25. • The
Pequeacongregation, Lancaster, Pa.,experienced
their first "Fireside Fellowship" of 1987 on Jan. 4.
On "Sanctity of Human Life Sunday," Jan. 18, the
congregation heard the team of Dr. Alice Riden,
Mrs. Jo Hart, and Dr. Lucille Wingert speak. Also
present were foster and adoptive parents who have
worked through Bethany Christian Services.
"Who Cares About Love?" is the title of a film
viewed Jan. 25 by the Refton, Pa., congregation. •
The Marriage Enrichment Group of the Silverdale, Pa., congregation met Jan. 14 to view the
film, "What Wives Need to Know." An all-church
ice skating party was held Jan. 31. • The Skyline
View quiz team hosted a quizzing get-together on
Feb. 8. • The Speedwell Heights congregation is
studying Revelation in Wednesday evening Bible
studies. The youth planned a "hoagie" sale for
Feb. 21. • Wayne Benjamin, from Yokefellows
prison ministry, spoke on Jan. 4 to the Stowe, Pa.,
congregation concerning this nation-wide ministry of reconciliation. • The Winchester, Va., congregation held a covenant service for 11 persons in
mid-December. The first baptism was Dec. 22.

Canadian Conference
Bishop Harvey Sider spoke to the Cheapside
congregation, Nanticoke, Ont., on the evening of
Jan. 11. On Jan. 18, the Christ Crusaders sponsored the film, "Martin the Cobbler." • The Cross
Roads Memorial congregation, Guelph, Ont.,
participated in a card shower for Bishop E. J.
Swalm's 90th birthday, Jan. 25. • Dorcas Taylor
spoke and provided music for the Ladies Coffee
Hour Jan. 20 at the Falls View church, Niagara
Falls, Ont. • "The Sole Foundation Singers" ministered to the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley,
Ont., on Jan. 18.
The youth of the Houghton congregation,
Langton, Ont., enjoyed a tobogganing outing in
January. On Feb. 1, Lester Fretz, Director of
Stewardship, brought the morning message and
conducted a mortage burning service. A carry-in
meal followed. • Jan. 4 was the 5th Anniversary
Sunday for the North East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb. Festivities included a note
burning (equipment loan); review of church highlights; a message, "Energized to Evangelize: Our
Privilege as Christ's Church"; and a potluck meal.
The youth of the congregation enjoyed a scavenger hunt on Jan. 16.
A Jan. 11 evening fellowship featured a quiz
play-off at the Port Colborne, Ont., church. A
January adult fellowship was a progressive dinner.
• Associate Pastor John Day, Barbara, and Tim
of the Sherkston, Ont., congregation left on Jan. 4
for three and a half weeks in Israel. They were part
of a group of 25 students and six older adults from
Messiah College studying the Middle East crises
from the viewpoints of those most directly involved. • Renewal was the topic of Bishop Sider's
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morning message to the Springvale congregation,
Waterford, Ont., on Jan. 11.

Central Conference
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio,
held a Feb. 3 teacher and Sunday school worker
training session with Ken Letner. Topics were "lesson preparation," and "creative teaching techniques." • The youth group of the Ashland, Ohio,
congregation combined with two local groups for
a retreat at Pleasant Valley Ranch Jan. 16-18. A
mission conference was held Jan. 18 with Fred and
Grace Holland and Pete and Mim Stern. Ken
Letner led a seminar on Feb. 8 on the topics "Faith
Development in Children," and "Ministering to
the Children of our Time."
On Jan. 4, perfect attendance certificates were
awarded to 11 persons, age 3 to 92, in the Bethel
congregation, Merrill, Mich. Nine persons completed the "Through the Bible" program in 1986. •
The M P F of the Beulah Chapel congregation,
Springfield, Ohio, recently began a Christian Fellowship Hour on Tuesday nights with the purposes of getting to know Christ and how to share
him, deepening awareness and encouragement
within the body, and growing through the Word
of God. Bishop and Mrs. Alderfer were with the
congregation Jan. 31-Feb. 1.
Seven small groups met for Bible study, prayer,
and sharing one Sunday evening in January, February, and March in the homes of Fairview congregation members, Englewood, Ohio. • "Still
Not Ashamed," a Jews for Jesus film, was shown
Feb. 1 to the Mooretown congregation, Sandusky, Mich. Dan and Suzy Potter of Youth for
Christ sang and gave a multi-media presentation
on Feb. 15. Recently, 220 fruit baskets were delivered to area residents, the result of a $960 "talent
project."
On Jan. 18, the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation viewed "Strasbourg, City of Hope," a film
produced for the 1984 Mennonite World Conference which explores issues that make the Anabaptist movement distinctive. • A Spiritual Gifts
Seminar with Ken Gibson was held at the Sippo
Valley church, Massillon, Ohio, Feb. 13-15.* The
Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind.,
recently was engaged in a chapter by chapter study
of the book of Daniel on Sunday evenings. • The
Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio,
planned to sponsor the Southern Ohio women's
meeting on March 7. A recent ballot approved
development of extra Sunday school facilities at a
cost of $20,000.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene, Ks., congregation planned a church
board and spouses retreat at Living Waters Ranch
Feb. 27-28. • A full color directory has been completed for the Bethany, Okla., congregation. The
church van was recently donated to the Palm Valley congregation upon purchase of a new one. •
The Jan. 7 M P F service of the Dallas Center,
Iowa, congregation focused on missions in Senegal. The church has been busy with preparations
for hosting Midwest Regional Conference, Mar.
20-22.
Garland Whittington, pastor of the Mountain
View congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo., reports a good Winter Youth Camp with 25 from
Midwest churches participating. Two young people accepted Christ. • A "life preparedness" group

was formed in the Oak Park congregation, Des
Moines, Iowa, for a six-part series on marriage
and relationships. • The Oklahoma City, Okla.,
congregation met at their new land site following
the morning service on Feb. 15 to offer prayers of
thanksgiving and dedication.
Following a special service Dec. 28 honoring
Juan Zamora for 50 years of trumpet playing, the
Palm Valley congregation, Pharr, Tx., enjoyed a
tamale supper with over 90 in attendance. • The
Red Starr congregation, Leedey, Okla., reports a
21.9 percent increase in attendance for 1986. • The
Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., hosted the
General Conference Board for Brotherhood Concerns Feb. 5-7. Included was a Seminar on Reconciliation with David Brubaker.
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Klingberg, active members of the Rosebank congregation, celebrated
their golden wedding anniversary with an open
house, Dec. 28. Mr. and Mrs. Klingberg were

married Dec. 27, 1936, at the Christian Church in
Wilsey. The couple lived on a farm most of their
married life. On display at the reception were family pictures. Hosting the reception were their
daughters and spouses, Eldonand Pat Riffel, Don
and Marilyn Hostetter, and Elden and Lynda
Riedy; and the grandchildren.
The Wichita, Ks., congregation is seriously considering relocation to a setting more conducive to
growth. The church now has an established church
board, replacing the former leadership team. •
The Living Water Ranch was the site of a Jan. 30
leadership retreat for the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks. Scott Miles led in various activities to
stimulate interest in church growth.

Pacific Conference
The Glendora congregation, San Dimas, Calif.,
reports an active basketball team of 10-12 men. A
baptismal service was held Feb. 15 at Pastor Fred
Carter's home. • The Ontario, Calif., congregation
planned to participate in a Change the World
School of Prayer March 6. • Judith Angell, a
member of the Pacific Highway Community congregation. Salem, Ore., reported Jan. 18 about her
ministry as teacher and counselor on Easter Island
(Chile) and in Peru. Having served with Wycliffe
Bible Translators since 1985, Judith resumed her
duties in Peru in February.
The Riverside, Calif., congregation began a new
Sunday evening children's focus on children of the
Old Testament. The growth in attendance has
necessitated a restructuring of the Sunday evening
children's groups. Feb. 20-29 was observed by the
congregation as Peace Education Week. • A missions banquet was held Jan. 31 at the Upland,
Calif., church. An old fashioned live auction was
planned for Feb. 12, including baked goods,
crafts, plants, and refreshments.
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For the Record
Births
Baum: Amanda May, Aug. 3; Phyllis Baum,
Roseglen congregation, Pa.
Bell: Michael Paul Patrick, Jan. 6; Mike and
Sandy (Ings) Bell, Springvale congregation, Ont.
Brown: Marguerite Elizabeth, Jan. 9; Michael
and Suzanne (Boudreaux) Brown, Manor congregation, Pa.
Bulgrien: Bethany Joy, Jan. 23; Ralph and
Linda Bulgrien, Mooretown congregation, Michigan.
Burkholder: Aubrey Tyler, Dec. 24; Evan and
Lori (Bauman) Burkholder, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Burkholder: Brooke Noel, Jan. 3; Leon and
Robin Burkholder, New Guilford congregation,
Pa.
Deschamps: Jillian Nicole, Dec. 31; Andre and
Judy Deschamps, Cross Roads Memorial congregation, Ont.

Weddings
Kanagy—Kauffman: Vinita Lynne, daughter
of Harold and Janet Kauffman, Duncannon, Pa.,
and Roy David, son of Arlene Kanagy, Duncannon, Dec. 14 in the Roseglen Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. William Fetrow officiating.
Meinsma-Fernelius: Kathy, daughter of Peter
and Clarice Fernelius, Morrison, 111., and Kenny,
Jr., son of Ken and Betty Meinsma, also of Morrison, Dec. 20, at the Morrison Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Dorance Calhoun and Rev.
Darrell Smucker officiating.
Reed-Lofthouse: Judy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Alvin Lofthouse, Cheapside, Ont., and Douglas, son of Donna Reed, Cayuga, Ont., Dec. 20, at
the Cheapside Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Kenneth Case officiating.
Taylor-Penner: Melanie Grace, daughter of
Leo and Erma Penner, Blumenort, Manitoba, and
Marc Douglas, son of Douglas and Nancy Taylor,
Crystal Beach, Ont., Jan. 2, at the Blumenort
Evangelical Mennonite Church with Rev. John
Day and Rev. Cliff Loewen officiating.
Teklu-Iman: Jira Amaniel Iman of Swarthmore, Pa., and Eyob K. Teklu of Mountville, Pa.,
Jan. 10, in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating.

Frock: Jack Otis, Jan. 11; Paul and Audrey
Frock, Beulah Chapel congregation, Ohio.
Greiser: Katlyn Ann, Dec. 19; Trent and Mary
Lou (Landis) Greiser, Souderton congregation,
Pa.
Hawbaker: Leah Joy, Jan. 8; Perry and Joy
Hawbaker, Dallas Center congregation, Iowa.
Hollinger: Ashlin Ray, Jan. 11; Leonard and
Cheryl (Ferguson) Hollinger, Manor congregation, Pa.
Hollingsworth: Ryan Andrew, born Dec. 14;
John Hollingsworth and Crystal Rosenberger,
Souderton congregation, Pa.
Hostetter: Nathan Lee, Jan. 7; Tim and Valerie
Hostetter, Rosebank congregation, Ks.
Lehman: Allison Lee, Jan. 2; Gregg and Marilyn
(White) Lehman, Manor congregation. Pa.
Robinson: Brandon Allen, Jan. 1; Delon and
Michelle (Keller) Robinson, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Schaubel: Jonathan Franklin David, Dec. 23;
David and Kim Schaubel, Bertie congregation,
Ont.
Sellers: Ericka Nicole, Jan. 17; Troy and Teresa
(Kershner) Sellers, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Shumaker: Nicole Lynne, Oct. 19; Rick and
Lori Shumaker, Roseglen congregation, Pa.
Solis: Joshua Rafael, Jan. 5; Rafael and Bev
(Johnson) Solis, Yucatan, Mexico.
Stump: Errol Nelson, Nov. 15; Nelson and
Kaye (Engle) Stump, Upland congregation, Calif.
Terreberry: Rebecca Ann, Nov. 9; Doug and
Luanne Terreberry, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Vanderploeg: Seth Edward, Jan. 5; Jim and
Sherie (Snook) Vanderploeg, Open Bible Community congregation, Calif.
Wideman: Julie-Anne Rose, Dec. 30; Dwight
and Joan (Evans) Wideman, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
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Obituaries:
Bitner: Margaret D. Bitner, 88, of Lewistown,
Pa., died Dec. 28. She was born April 14, 1898, in
Lebanon, Pa., the daughter of Miles E. and Esther
(Lengle) Ganoe. Her husband, David A. Bitner,
preceded her in death. Surviving are a son, Raymond; a grandson; a great-grandson; and a sister,
Catherine Naylor. She was a member of the Granville Brethren in Christ Church where the services
were conducted by Rev. Carl P. Ament and Rev.
Harold L. Rohrer. Interment was in Birch Hill
Cemetery, Burnham, Pa.
Bowman: J. Murray Bowman, 81, of Tillsonburg, Ont., died Dec. 15. He was a member of the
Houghton Brethren in Christ Church. Surviving
are his wife, Edna (Aspden); three daughters,
Ruby Crawford, Ada Bowman, and Helen
Thompson; and two sons, Donald and Leroy. He
was preceded in death by a daughter, Alma; a son,
Harold; and three sisters. Services were held at
Ostrander's Funeral Home, Tillsonburg, with
Rev. John Sider officiating. Interment was in Tillsonburg Cemetery.
Gardner: Brenda Gardner, born Nov. 14,1971,
died Jan. 1 in Hollidaysburg, Pa. Brenda is survived by her parents, George and Dolly Gardner,
Jr.; two brothers, Jamie and Brian; a grandfather,
George Gardner; and a great-grandmother, Lena
Helsley. The funeral service was held at the BolgerFriedline Funeral Home in Williamsburg, with
Rev. Mark Slagenweit officiating. Interment was
in the New Canoe Creek Cemetery, Hollidaysburg.
Goodling: Clyde Walter Goodling, 74, of Messiah Village, formerly of Hummelstown, Pa., died
on Dec. 16. He was a retired plasterer and security
guard, and a member of the Hummelstown
Brethren in Christ Church. He was preceded in
death by his wife Esther. Surviving are a daughter,
H. Darlene Hawthorne; 4 sons, Marcellus, Lavern, Walter L., and Arthur L.; a sister, Edna N.
Garman; a brother, Reuben J.; 10 grandchildren;
5 stepgrandchildren; 2 great-grandsons; and 5
stepgreat-grandchildren. Services were held at the

Trefz Funeral Home, Hummelstown, with Rev.
John S. Bicksler officiating. Burial was in the
Woodlawn Memorial Gardens.
Haines: Elsie Rozella (Kniesley) Haines of West
Milton, Ohio, died Jan. 19 at age 98. Bom June 5,
1888, she was the last of eleven children born to
David and Elizabeth (Huntsberger) Kniesley. She
was married to Michael M. Haines on October 31,
1909, who preceded her in death June 21, 1935.
Surviving are 3 sons, Emerson E., Aubrey D., and
Lester L; 8 grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchildren. She was baptized as a teenager and became a
member of the Pleasant Hill Brethren in Christ
Church which she faithfully attended until her
death. The service was conducted at Pleasant Hill
with Rev. Tim Herr and Rev. Joe Haines officiating. Interment was at the Fairview Cemetery,
Englewood, Ohio.
Neff: Barbara Ann Neff, 32, of Washington
Boro, Pa., born March 11, 1954, died Dec. 20.
Barbara was a licensed practical nurse, and a
former employee of RCA. She is survived by her
husband Rick; her parents, Melvin R. and Sarah
A. Lilley Peifer; a daughter, Amanda Joy; a
brother, Richard Peifer; and a sister, Wendy
Smith. Barbara attended the Manor Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral was held with
Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating, assisted by Rev.
John Hawbaker. Interment was in the Highville
Cemetery.
O'Neal: Erla Martin Basehore O'Neal, 97, of
Palmyra, Pa., born April 23, 1889, died Jan. 14.
Born in Bachmansville to the late Addison and
Mary Risser Martin, she had been a houseparent
for the Milton Hershey School for 15 years until
1939. She was preceded in death by her first husband, Harvey B. Basehore, in 1937, and her
second husband, Edward O'Neal, in 1962. She is
survived by two sons, M. Kenneth, and Harvey B.;
a daughter, Erla Jean Leidy; eight grandchildren;
and eight great-grandchildren. She had been the
oldest living member of the Palmyra Brethren in
Christ congregation. Funeral services were conducted at the Palmyra church with Rev. Marlin E.
Zook officiating. Interment was in Hummelstown
Cemetery, Pa.
Smith: Grace Smith, Duncannon, Pa., born
Aug. 3, 1900, died July 31, 1986. She was a
member of the Roseglen Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral service was conducted by
Rev. William V. Fetrow. Interment was in the
Evergreen Cemetery.
Weaver: Blake Weaver, 88, of Frogmore, Ont.,
died Jan. 1. He was a member of the Houghton
Brethren in Christ Church. His parents were
Hiram and Barbara (Winger) Weaver. He was
preceded in death by his first wife, Elsie Lapp; his
second wife, Bernice Winger; two sisters, Hettie
Weaver, and Marville Lofthouse; and two brothers, Clayton and Jesse. Surviving are his third
wife, Mamie (Moore) whom he married June 2,
1952; and two sisters, Myrtle Hoover and Vera
Chapman. Funeral services were held in the
Houghton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Arthur Heise and Rev. John Sider officiating.
Interment was in the Kinglake Cemetery.
Youtzy: Helen L. Youtzy, 78, Lewistown, Pa.,
died Dec. 29. She was born Aug. 23, 1908, in
Bratton Township, the daughter of Charles R. and
Belle (Moist) Youtzy. She attended the Granville
Brethren in Christ Church. Services were conducted at the Booth Funeral Home, McVeytown,
Pa., with Rev. Bruce Grove officiating. Interment
was in the Pine Glen Cemetery.
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Messiah
College
News
Missions conference
challenges students
to be "Employed by God"
"Employed by God" was the theme of
the 1987 J-Term Missions Conference
held January 19-22 at Messiah. Sponsored by World Christian Fellowship
(WCF), a student-led campus ministries
organization, the conference featured
representatives from 15 missions organizations that had displays in the Eisenhower Campus Center all week.
Evening seminars on topic such as
"Missions and Education" and "Missions Work in Business and Technology" emphasized that many missions
agencies need qualified workers in these
fields, as well as "Sciences and Missions," "Communication and Linguistics" and "Mission Work in Behavioral
Sciences and Health-Related Fields."
The theme verse for the conference, 1
Corinthians 15:58, notes that workers
employed by God will not labor in vain.
The brochure advertising the conference
was in the form of a help-wanted listing,
with qualifications being "anybody with
a heart to serve the Lord." Although
occupational hazards included insecurity and disease, the benefit was "being
involved in the greatest corporation of
all—the Kingdom of God."
Chapel speakers for the week were
Dr. Fred Holland and his wife, Grace.
The couple spent nearly 25 years serving
in Zambia under Brethren in Christ
Missions after each graduated from
Messiah in the early '50s. For the past
year, Fred has been teaching at Ashland
Theological Seminary, and Grace has
been editor of the quarterly Brethren in
Christ missions newsletter Therefore.
Grace Holland explained to her chapel
audience that Christ's command to "Go
therefore and make disciples of all the
nations" (Matt. 28-19) is an increasingly
large task. The word "nations," found
335 times in the Bible, Grace said,
should today be translated "ethnic
groups," and that by conservative estimates, there are 22,000 ethnic groups in
the world today. "Only about 5,000 of
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these groups have churches that are
strong enough to reach out and evangelize their own people," Grace said.
She suggested that despite how great
we may think our own congregations
are in America, God won't be satisfied
until His name is being praised in every
nation (Matt. 24:14). She urged the
Messiah audience to stay informed on
world issues, and to start building bridges
with international people we meet in our
own communities. Other ways to become involved in missions, she said, are
to empty your pocket change each night
into ajar labeled, "Hidden People," and
to pray regularly.
In an interview, Dorothy Hammond
of South American Mission echoed Grace
Holland's plea for prayer. "Missions
may not be for everybody," Dorothy
said, "But this (having the missionaries
on campus all week for the conference)
is an opportunity to get to know someone personally, and say 'I'll pray for
you.' You can't just pray for the whole
world all the time. It's like going into a
supermarket and telling the clerk, 'I
want some food.' What's he going to
give you? He has no idea what you
want."
Other organizations attending the conference were Africa Inland Missions,
Arab World Ministries, Bible and Medical Missionary Fellowship, Brethren in
Christ Missions, Far East Broadcasting
Co., Global Outreach Mission, Mennonite Board of Missions, Operation Mobilization, Overseas Missionary Fellowship, SEND International, TEAM,
Trans World Radio, UFM International, and Wycliffe Bible Translators.
WCF President at Messiah is Mark
Reinert (Cumberland Valley congregation), whose parents serve with Wycliffe
in Peru. A junior computer information
systems major, he says that "because of
my concern for the world to be reached
with the gospel, it's rewarding to see
students becoming more interested in
missions."
He would eventually like to be an
accountant on the mission field, but says
he'd like to get a few years of experience
in his field, probably in the Boston area,
when he graduates. "Most missions
agencies, as with most every volunteer
organization, have their people doing
several different tasks, and I'd like to
expose myself to various areas of my
work before I go into the mission field,"
Mark said.
Bevin Ginder, a senior biology major
from Petersburg, W. Va. (Petersburgcongregation), is vice-president of WCF at

Messiah. Zoltan Kiraly, a sophomore
computer science major from Passaic,
N.J., coordinated the missions conference. He said his desire was that "everybody could know about missions in
their hearts. They could know about it
in their heads, but if they don't have the
inner desire, it's not the same."
Approximately 120 Messiah students
are involved with WCF, which meets
each Wednesday evening for fellowship
and special speakers. In additon to the
J-Term conference, the group goes to
either Mexico or Urbana, in Illinois,
over the Christmas break, and sponsors
the Messiah Summer Missions program.
The Hunger Awareness Movement, a
part of WCF, seeks to involve students
in hunger-related issues through activities such as the annual Self-Help Craft
Sale held in December.
Other Brethren in Christ students in
WCF are Winnie Brubaker, junior elementary education major from Arcanum, Ohio (Fairview congregation); Kris
Garis, sophomore elementary education
major from Hatfield, Pa. (Souderton
congregation); Linda Lupoid, freshman
pre-nursing major from New Providence, Pa. (Pequea congregation); and
Todd McKee, freshman Christian education major from Zullinger, Pa. (Five
Forks congregation).

Concert Choir
sets spring tour
The Messiah College Concert Choir
will be touring New England over spring
break, March 14-22, giving concerts of
sacred music at more than 10 churches
and schools. On March 8, two Brethren
in Christ churches will host the 45-voice
group as it polishes its tour program.
These locations are the Carlisle Church
at 10:30 a.m. and the Skyline View
Church at 7:15 p.m.
The Concert Choir will conclude the
tour by singing for the Messiah community at Grantham Church at 7 p.m.
Sunday, March 22.
Several Brethren in Christ students
contribute to the Choir, which also sang
in Messiah's annual Christmas Concert
last December. They are sopranos Joy
Ebersole, junior music education major
from Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Mary
Sue Long, senior applied music major
from Walkersville, M.D.; and bass J.
Andrew Miller, a freshman history major from Dillsburg, Pa. (Morning Hour
Chapel).
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"The treasurer was almosl

The Mount Pleasant congregation,
near Mount Joy, Pa., had a new kind of
problem in early December last year.
They had all but met their budget needs.
What should they do?
Pastor Jerel Book discussed with the
church board the idea of reserving a
small balance for the new year, and
sending all other receipts to the many
ministries of the brotherhood through
Cooperative Ministries. The board
agreed. When the year ended, the pastor
and his people were walking 10 feet off
the ground! Well, at least the pastor
was.
Before giving the details, let's go all
the way to Pasadena, Calif., and back to
1940, the year of Jerel's birth. He was
the middle child of seven born to Chester and Eva Book. Chester, who worked
for the U.S. Postal Service, had a modest income, but he tithed and taught all
his children to tithe.
When Jerel earned $10 by mowing
lawns and doing other odd jobs in the
neighborhood, it was divided as follows:
$1.00—for the Lord's work
$4.50—to a savings account for Jerel
$2.25—for family expenses
$2.25—to the wage earner
And so when Jerel told me, "I have
tithed all my life," he was speaking from
experience rooted in early childhood.
Another deep conviction Chester and
Eva Book had was to send their children
to Christian schools, regardless of cost
and inconvenience. In 1955, the large
family moved to Upland, where they
resided in, of all places, the women's
dormitory of Upland Academy and College. Jerel remembers that the quarters
were very small and the walls had
cracks.
During the next five years, Jerel and
four siblings attended Upland College.
He notes that his parents must have sacrificed greatly to pay the bills, but they
never complained. Chester drove back
and forth to Pasadena to work each day
(35 miles one way) because he was
unable to get a transfer to Upland. Isn't
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it amazing what the combination of love
and dedication can accomplish?
In those five years, Jerel completed
three years of high school and two years
of college. Among the things that happened in the next 10 years were: He and
Frances Fike, whom he met at Upland
College, were married in 1962; their sons
Mike and Anthony were born; Jerel
attended Bethel and Goshen Colleges;
he studied and did voluntary service
work at Messiah College; and he set type
at Evangel Press.
During the last two years at Evangel
Press, Jerel, who had been struggling
with his calling, went back to school. He
received his degree from Bethel College
in Indiana in 1970, graduating with
honors. In that final year, he sold shoes
and went to classes full-time along with
holding down his job at the Press. His
net earnings were barely $3,000.
After commencement Jerel accepted
his first pastorate at Morrison, 111. Three
years later, still struggling with whether
he should be in pastoral ministries, the
family moved back to Southern California, where he got a good job as foreman in the Taylor Publishing warehouse. The following year, 1974, after
more soul searching, he told Bishop
Shafer that if a church asked for his
services, he would accept. A week later
Aaron Stern, pastor at Ontario, Calif.,
resigned, and Jerel was invited to succeed him.
Pastor Book served the Ontario
Church until 1981, and says that his
experience there "was a real blessing" to
his life. This warm and friendly congregation brought a healing touch to Jerel,
and he began to sense real joy in the
pastoral ministry.
All these happenings bring us to 1981
when the Books began their service at
the Mount Pleasant congregation. Many
things could be shared about the past six
years, but the focus will be mostly on
1986, the year of the year-end giving
venture.
Actually, Pastor Book and his people

entered 1986 with a bit of fear because
they had fallen short of their 1985
budget of $82,850 by over $5,000. To
their credit, they trusted the Lord for a
$5,000 increase, setting their 1986 goal
at $82,600. That budget included $20,000
for Cooperative Ministries, more than
24 percent of the total.
When the good news was announced
the first Sunday in December that most
of the 1986 budget needs had been met,
and that the people should give generously to all-church ministries, the offerings began pouring in. The treasurer was
almost inundated! On the final Sunday,
more than $9,000 was joyously given.
The $20,000 goal for Cooperative Ministries in 1986 was received in double
portion, with $2,922 to spare, including
designated giving. That came to 42.9
percent of the total receipts of $ 100,021.
An additional $4,523 was given to
Messiah Village, Navajo Mission, Kenbrook Camp, and other good causes,
bringing the total to $47,445, almost half
the total offerings!
Is there any wonder that Pastor Book
could barely stay in his seat as he related
the exciting story? Is there any wonder
that I felt like dancing for joy, too?
When we both came down a bit from
the "Pleasant Mountain," I asked Jerel
to tell me what he and his people do to
promote such giving. He thought a
while and then told me that the same
things had been done in 1985, the frustrating year, as in 1986. Interesting, isn't
it?
Pastor Book is enthusiastic about the
Brethren in Christ Church and all its
ministries. He keeps his congregation
well informed, praises them for their
efforts, and lets them know how genuinely thankful he is to be sharing in their
spiritual and numerical growth (membership now 145). He feels that pastors
should beware of "badgering" their people. He insists that we Brethren in Christ
should "brag a bit" about our worldwide outreach.
"Many wonderful things are happen-
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inundated"
ing across the brotherhood," he declared
with eyes flashing. "We pastors need to
receive those good stories so that we can
share them with our people. People love
to give, and they will give to Brethren in
Christ ministries if we keep them informed!"
Pastor Book was uneasy about the
possibility of his receiving too much
credit. "The giving at Mount Pleasant,"
he said, "has little to do with me. Pastors
and lay people in the past have shown
the way." He mentioned Graybill Wolgemuth, Earl Martin, Jr., Harry Bert,
and George Bundy. "The congregation
and the Lord are the ones to be praised!"
he declared.
He concluded with a little story.
"When I was a boy, a missionary told
about all the good a certain $20 bill had
done, giving details of the blessings it
brought in Africa. I was enthralled."
Later Jerel discovered that the ones who
had given the money were his father and
mother. Telling this story and reliving
his happy feelings about his parents'joy
in giving, he also remembered a number
of occasions when family finances were
scarce, yet giving to the church first was
always the order of the day.
Jerel's eyes were misty as they came
back to me from long ago and far away.
"That's one big reason I like to give," he
shared, "and that's why I get exuberant
when others give, too."

PICTURES PLEASE
From time to time various congregations have very attractive bulletin boards promoting Cooperative Ministries. Please have someone
take pictures of such displays and
send them to the Stewardship office
so that your ideas and skills can be
shared with others.
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Dear Paul,
How often I have wished I could be
there to ask you questions as I read my
Bible. For example, I've been thinking
recently about church discipline, wondering what responsibilities church leaders have when a member chooses not to
follow the teachings of the church. To be
more specific, is there ever a time when a
person should be asked to withdraw his
membership?
One of the passages often used to give
direction on this matter is Matthew
18:15-17. Here we have a series of four
steps to be taken in dealing with an
errant member. Even using the term
"errant member" may be reading more
into the passage than was intended—we
know only that one brother has trespassed against another.
". . . go and show him his fault, just
between the two of you. If he listens to
you, you have won your brother over."
This first step is very good advice, and
will clear up many misunderstandings.
The second step, where one or two witnesses are brought in, sounds very much
like parts of the Old Testament law (for
example, Deut. 17:6). The third step,
where other church members are involved, is definitely New Testament, but
does involve fallible people.
The last resort in dealing with a trespasser, if the first three do not bring the
proper response, is to "treat him as you
would a pagan or a tax collector." It is
interesting to note that the "pagans" are
often thought of when we read Christ's
great commission (Matt. 28:19). The
father of the prodigal son may have followed this very pattern.
In my Bible, 1 Corinthians 5 is referred
to in a footnote at the end of Matthew
18:17. It is too long to quote here, but
must be considered when dealing seriously with this subject.
But Paul, it seems that when we try to
pass judgment on an individual—even
when we bring in one or more persons,
or the church, to help—we run the risk
of human error due to insufficient information or the inability to know the
thoughts and motives of the person
beingjudged. A review of the account of
the woman "taken in adultery" (recorded
in John 8:1-11) points out the dynamics
involving the accused, the accusers, the
law, and the restorative power of Jesus
in forgiving sins.

Discipline is a difficult task. Parents
soon learn that to effectively do the job,
they are forced to make judgments,
especially when more than one child is
involved. To avoid the responsibility
will deprive the family of a sense of fairness and accountability for their actions.
Church leaders also have a difficult
task. Perhaps with less awareness of
what members are doing, they are forced
to make judgments, often from secondhand information. From personal experience I know that few things in life are
more traumatic emotionally than confronting an errant member.
One fact must be remembered. When
a person is born into a family, he will
always be a member of that family biologically. Does the same thing apply to a
church family?
You always seem to be able to express
your concern for people, even when giving admonition. Your concluding chapter in the letter to the Galatians contains
a number of stern warnings along with
words of encouragement. But I am intrigued and challenged by your counsel
on how to approach a wayward brother:
"Brother, if someone is caught in a sin,
you who are spiritual should restore him
gently. But watch yourself, or you also
may be tempted" (Gal. 6:1).
Onesimus

ewers
Read it twice
Although I enjoy reading the Visitor
almost from cover to cover, I seldom
read an article twice. Robert Barrett's
article "18 Ways to Have Better Devotions" was an exception. What an encouraging way to start off the new year!
The article "Out of the cradle and into
the world" by Bob Douglass was also
excellent. Keep such inspiration and
challenge coming our way.
Grace Holland
Ashland, Ohio
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f^Hoel?e's Journal
Notes on parenting
I remember when Beth was a baby a
visiting aunt commented on how relaxed
and casual Mark and I seemed to be
with her. I've thought about that comment often. It's true that I've been casual
about some things, but I've often felt
anything but relaxed about my children.
I think in some ways parenting was easier when they were little. Now that
they're older and more independent, I'm
very aware of how much I want for
them, and of how little control I have
anymore. As a conscientious parent, I
worry that I will fail them in some significant way.
Recently I heard a Christian educator
say that one of the things adolescents
need most is their parents' availability.
As parents of teenagers know, that
doesn't mean that they want to spend all
their time with their parents, but rather
that they want their parents to be there,
available, on their terms, when they
need them. Sometimes Beth treats our
home like a pit stop. She's hardly here at
all, yet she wants us to be here ready to
do for her whatever she needs done.
I need to be reminded of how important time and availability are to children. But does being available mean
that I must be at their beck and call all
the time? Does it mean that I should feel
guilty when something I have planned
conflicts with something they want me
to do? Does it mean that I should put my
own plans on hold until they leave
home? I don't think so. Having said
that, I also know that my children need
my attention. They don't like it when
I'm not here, or when I can't do something with them because I've already

Pontius'
Puddle

made plans. I try to be sensitive about
that.
I also think that parents can overdo
involvement and availability. A friend
once complained about how she found
it impossible to carry on conversations
with some women without being interrupted by their children. These mothers
behave as though they must always be
available; their children's needs always
come first. Such an attitude isn't good
for either children or parents. Besides
complaining about the situation, my
friend also wondered whether she should
tell these mothers how she felt. How do
you tell other parents that you think
they're doing something inappropriate
with their children—especially when you
know that your own children aren't
models of unimpeachable behavior? Is
that part of our responsibility to "build
others up according to their needs"
(Ephesians 4:29)?
I'm always encouraged when I compare notes with other parents. Sometimes I worry that my children's problems are the result of some defect in my
parenting. I usually discover, however,
that my teenager's feelings of alienation,
for example, are an "occupational
hazard" of being a teenager—not the
result of something I've done or not
done.
An important part of the process of
comparing notes is the empathy I feel
from and with other parents. We're in
this thing together, and none of us has
the perfect answer to every situation.
We can speak honestly about our feelings toward our children; we can rant
and rave about the things our kids do

that drive us crazy with people who
know exactly how we feel. Knowing
how good it is to talk with others in like
situations, I think that another part of
"building others up" is providing a
forum in the church of this kind of safe,
nonjudgmental support.
It would be good, too, if teens could
find support from each other. To some
extent I think they do—at least the kind
of support that helps them cope with the
"stupidity" and "weirdness" that they
think afflict most parents, especially
their own. The support I'm not sure they
find is the kind that shows them that
they're not the only ones who feel alone,
left out, ugly, insecure, etc. If I feel better
after discovering that other parents struggle with the same issues and feelings,
then it seems reasonable that teens could
also feel better if they knew that their
peers really do feel the same way they
do. Maybe then they'd be more able to
help each other, especially those who
feel excluded and inferior. Even selfconscious, vulnerable teens need to learn
how to "build others up."
Being a parent isn't easy. We could all
wish that Jesus had had children so we'd
know for sure that he understands what
it's like. Someone has said that perhaps
one reason he never married was to
show that one can be a whole person
without being married. Perhaps something similar could be said about why he
never had children either. While parenting is one of the most important and
far-reaching tasks we can undertake, it's
not the only one. It's good to keep that
in perspective.
Phoebe

SL&W, IF WE. WANT TO EDUCATE
OOP? YOOTH pROPERLq, THE CHURCH
NEEDS TO T A K E A RADICALLY MEW
STAND ONITHE ISSUE OF SEX.

Bulletins and newsletters reprinting "Pontius' Puddle" from the
Visitor must pay $5 for each use
to Joel Kauffman, 1014 South
Seventh, Goshen, IN 46526.
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"Say No," but tell them more?
They were talking about teenage pregnancies—Grace*, the
mother of a teenage daughter; Don* and Sue*, the parents of
two high school boys.
Grace: "I trust my daughter. She's a Christian; she knows right
from wrong. But knowing the pressures kids experience these
days. . . ." Her sentence trailed off.
Sue: "I know what you mean. I feel the same way about our
children."
Don: "But I ask myself, what if one of our boys gets rebellious
and decides to go against biblical standards we've taught him,
like some of the fellows I knew when I was growing up. If he
were bound and determined to disobey, then I'm about at the
point where I would want to tell him, 'If you are going to be
rebellious, at least don't be stupid.' "
Grace: "I know what you are saying. But I'm not sure if we
should tell our children a lot about contraceptives. Won't that
put the idea in their minds?"
Don: "Frankly, I'm not sure. That's why I said that I'm almost
at that point. But the way our society today is saturated with
sexual images, and the kinds of input our kids are getting from
their peers, I'll be surprised if a parent's talking about such
topics will give them any new ideas. Actually, I'm afraid that by
the time we get around to the subject, it will come as late advice.
I've even wondered if such conversations might help to prevent
a teenager from engaging in sexual experimentation, because
of the opportunity for the parent and child to discuss together
some of the consequences."
Sue: "True, but I think for most Christian teens, it's not a
matter of premeditated sex. More often it's a case of emotions
getting out of control—neither the boy nor the girl had
planned to get involved sexually. If we tell our children to 'be
prepared' on every date, I think that sends the wrong signal.
Despite our saying that we expect them to 'say no,' it implies
that we really expect them to become sexually active."

In recent months there has been a notable intensifying of the
debate over contraception for teenagers, both in secular media
and in Christian circles. To appreciate the scope of the problem, consider some of the statistics recently circulated by the
National Association of Evangelicals: two million teenage girls
will be sexually active in the United States this year, half of
whom will become pregnant. And half of these pregnancies
will terminate in abortions.
One perspective, seemingly unwilling to address moral
issues involved, seeks to counter teenage pregnancies and the
spread of diseases such as AIDS through a stepped-up program of "value-free" sex education and the dispensing of contraceptives in school-based clinics. Others argue that the only
appropriate response to the crisis is to present the traditional
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message of abstinence before marriage and fidelity in marriage.
These people assert that sex education and clinics in schools
foster immoral sexual behavior. But neither of these views
seems adequate for the current situation.
In recent years there has been little appreciation in the larger
society for the traditional view of abstinence before marriage.
But there are indications that this attitude may be changing, in
large part perhaps because of the AIDS scare. As Newsweek
noted in its February 16,1987, issue focusing on teenagers and
contraception, "In this atmosphere, it has also become acceptable to talk about chastity—long out of fashion." A staff
member of the Washington-based Center for Population
Options, which helps schools set up clinics, is quoted by
Newsweek: "We believe in abstinence. There's no question that
kids should delay having sex because most adolescents are not
ready to have sex." (While one wishes there was a stronger
moral rationale for such instruction, it seems to me that we do
well to affirm every "No" or "Wait" message that we find.)
On the other hand, those of us who through the years have
upheld a biblical view of sexuality should heed the counsel of
fellow-evangelical C. Everett Koop, Surgeon-General of the
United States. While clearly advocating abstinence or faithful
monogamy, the nation's top health official has been urging
that "strong, honest and family-centered" sex education should
begin in elementary school, with the dangers of sexuallytransmitted diseases, specifically AIDS, being explained in
junior high school.
And there is indeed evidence that more effective education
must accompany the "Say No" message. For example, surveys
have found appalling misconceptions about sex on the part of
many teenagers, such as you can't get pregnant the first time, or
you can't get pregnant if you don't kiss. It seems terribly
short-sighted for Christians to try to stifle educational efforts
which might help to reverse the upward spiral of teenage
pregnancies, abortions, and sexually-transmitted diseases.
Unfortunately, teenagers who have had the best of Christian
example and instruction sometimes engage in sexual activity
before marriage. As one person interviewed by Newsweek said,
"An unplanned pregnancy is as devastating as a death in the
family. It changes your life forever." Given that truth, and the
skyrocketing rate of sexually-transmitted diseases, the debate
really is over questions of life (in terms of babies) and death (in
terms of AIDS). Let's be very clear in telling our children why it
is best to "Say No," while at the same time making sure they
receive adequate information about sex. On this, as Sandi
Hannigan asserts in the article on page 4 of this issue, the
church and Christian parents need to work together.
G
*Fictitious names
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From White Marsh, Maryland

Reaching
for
the
moon
by David Croxford

Just like the youth
group from Waynesboro, there are young
people across the
church who desire to
be part of reaching
other people's lives
for Christ.
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In 1961, the President of the United States, J o h n Kennedy, issued a
challenge to the combined scientific/
engineering community to put a
man on the moon in a decade. In the
summer of 1969, Neil Armstrong
uttered those now-famous words,
"one small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind."
I often wondered how he felt,
250,000 miles from the place he
called home, only one other man
there with him, and one more circling some 200 miles above. There
must have been a sense of awe, and
yet a feeling of the loneliness of being
in a strange 'new world.'
Several months ago, we began a
journey that to us was of similar
proportions: from Oregon—the
balmy, green, wet state—to Maryland, hot and humid . . . from west
to east, across this vast land . . .
f r o m the familiar to the unknown
. . . from our world to the moon!
Baltimore, or rather White Marsh,
isn't quite the moon. Humans are
found here, and of course that's why
we came. People here are in the
midst of a major metropolis, but are
lost. They have found financial success and are for the most part happy.
Yet there is that missing spiritual
dynamic.
White Marsh is the moon in that
we are removed from many of our
friends. Here we are, making one
small step for ourselves, but one
giant step for our church and this
community. But this is not the real
purpose of my writing this piece.
Everything so far only sets the scene.
The real emphasis here is on the outpouring of peoples' love for us. People who never have met us and
probably never will have shared in
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this effort, and have been a major
encouragement to our family.
Amidst all the food showers and
letters that have come our way since
we came to Maryland, one incident
springs to mind. On Saturday, December 13, one week before a planned
community outreach carol sing, a
load of 13 young people and their
chaperons arrived from the Fairview
Avenue congregation in Waynesboro, Pa. We had asked them to
come to spend the entire day visiting
in the area, hanging door flyers
advertising our upcoming event. To
them this was a friendly 'moon,' but
one that needed to be touched by
God's representatives.
While to some this may seem such
a small event, to us it was a milestone. Moreover, this was not an isolated instance of young people being
involved with their denomination's
church-planting activities. In Canada, for example, Pastor Craig Sider
also has found that young people get
involved with distribution of flyers.
All over, the Brethren in Christ
are developing new churches. There
are young people already involved in
their own churches, but who desire
to feel a part of reaching out to the
'moon' to touch other peoples' lives
for Christ. We need to keep them in
mind when we're looking for fuel to
fire the rocket. I for one a m grateful
for this particular groups' efforts on
our behalf. They deserve our heartfelt applause.

David and Margaret Croxford are providing leadership for the new White Marsh
Brethren in Christ church-planting venture
just outside the city limits of Baltimore,
Maryland.
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